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I. STATEMENT
1. On 
March 9, 2017, Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo or Public Service) filed the application described in the caption above (Application).  The Application requests the Commission grant a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to construct what PSCo has termed the “Northern Greeley Area Transmission Plan Project” (Northern Greeley Project).  As described in the Application, the Northern Greeley Project is comprised of two components: (a) approximately 25 miles of new 115/230 kV-capable transmission facilities originating at the Western Area Power Administration Ault Substation northwest of Greeley, Colorado and terminating northeast of Greeley at Public Service’s Cloverly Substation; and (b) two new and one modified substations (respectively, Husky, Graham Creek, and Cloverly) that will enable PSCo to retire and decommission three existing substations (Public Service Ault, Eaton, and Pleasant Valley).  According to Public Service:

The Project will satisfy a current need to increase the reliability and load serving capacity of the existing 44 kV transmission system in and around Greeley. It will also address the need for additional future capacity for expected growth in a region where there is a substantial possibility that the load will increase beyond the current 44 kV system’s capacity as early as 2018.
 

PSCo also requests in the Application that the Commission find that PSCo’s estimates of the transmission noise and magnetic field levels that will result from the operation of the Northern Greeley Project are reasonable.  

2. On March 14, 2017, the Commission issued a notice of the Application pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S.   
3. On April 13, 2017, the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed a Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance, and Request for Hearing (OCC’s Notice).  In its Notice, the OCC stated that the purpose of its intervention is “to ensure that the approval of the Company’s Application is in the public interest and whether the provision of these services will result in just and reasonable rates, terms and conditions that are not unduly discriminatory for the OCC’s constituency; namely, residential, agricultural and small business consumers.”
  The OCC stated further that it intended to investigate through discovery the cost of the proposed Northern Greeley Project, and the reasonableness of the specifications of the proposed project versus alternatives.  The OCC requested a hearing.  

On April 20, 2017, Trial Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed a Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, and Notice Pursuant to Rules 1007(a) 

4. and 1401 (Staff’s Notice).  In its Notice, Staff did not oppose the Application at that time, but stated that “its intervention will allow it to further investigate the matter through discovery, review and respond to Answer Testimony filed by others, and ultimately provide the Commission recommendations for the final disposition.”
  Staff did not request a hearing.  

5. On April 26, 2017, the Commission deemed the Application complete and referred it to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.  
6. On May 11, 2017, the undersigned ALJ issued Interim Decision No. R17-0382-I scheduling a prehearing conference in this proceeding for May 23, 2017.  

7. On May 19, 2017, the parties filed a Joint Motion to Vacate Prehearing Conference, for Approval of Proposed Procedural Schedule and Discovery Procedures, and for Waiver of Response Time.  In a follow-up email exchange with the undersigned ALJ and all other parties, PSCo stated that, pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(3), C.R.S., it would waive the statutory deadlines under § 40-6-109.5(1) and (2), C.R.S., for a Commission decision to be issued in this proceeding.   The waiver is necessary to adopt the procedural schedule proposed by the parties.
8. On May 23, 2017, the undersigned ALJ issued Interim Decision No. R17-0420-I acknowledging the waiver of the statutory deadline, vacating the prehearing conference, 
and establishing a schedule for this proceeding.  Among other things, Interim Decision 
No. R17-0420-I scheduled a prehearing conference for August 15, 2017 and the evidentiary hearing in this proceeding for August 30, 2017.  

9. On June 16 and 19, 2017, the OCC and Staff each filed a Notice of Withdrawal of Intervention, respectively.  In its Notice of Withdrawal, the OCC stated that, based on PSCo’s responses to discovery, the OCC no longer opposes the Application and requested that the procedural schedule be vacated.  In its Notice of Withdrawal, Staff noted its non-opposition to the Application stated in its Notice of Intervention, and then states that it “intervened only because the matter was requested to be set for hearing by the” OCC.
  Because the OCC withdrew its intervention in this proceeding, Staff likewise withdrew its intervention.   

10. On June 20, 2017, PSCo filed a Motion to Treat Application as Unopposed, Vacate Procedural Schedule, and Grant Application (Motion).  In the Motion, PSCo notes that the OCC and Staff have withdrawn their interventions, thus leaving the Application unopposed.  PSCo concludes with requests to vacate the procedural schedule and to issue a decision granting the Application. 

11. Based on the foregoing, the undersigned ALJ finds good cause to grant that portion of the Motion requesting that the procedural schedule be vacated.  The undersigned ALJ shall issue a separate decision addressing the merits of the Application.  

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

The Motion to Treat Application as Unopposed, Vacate Procedural Schedule, 
and Grant Application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on June 20, 2017 is 

1. granted-in-part consistent with the discussion above.  The procedural schedule established by Interim Decision No. R17-0420-I is vacated.  In particular, the prehearing conference and evidentiary hearing scheduled for August 15, 2017 and August 30, 2017, respectively, are vacated.  

2. This Decision is effective immediately.
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CONOR F. FARLEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� Application at 2.  


� OCC’s Notice at 2 (¶ 5).  


� Staff’s Notice at 2 (¶ 4).


� Staff’s Notice of Withdrawal of Intervention at 1 (¶ 2).
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