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I. statement  

1. The procedural history of this Proceeding is set out in previously-issued Interim Decisions.  The procedural history is repeated here as necessary to put the instant Interim Decision in context.  

2. On February 24, 2017, Jefferson County, Colorado (Jefferson or Applicant) filed a verified application with exhibits.  In that filing, Jefferson requests  

authority to add a sidewalk through the north leg of the US 6/Johnson Road intersection by the existing Regional Transportation District (RTD) crossing [the intersection], to add blank-out signs for these pedestrian movements and for pedestrian movements along the west leg of the intersection, and to modify the preemption and other signal timings at the crossing of Earl Johnson Road with 
the RTD W-Line [the crossing], National Inventory No. 966877T, in Jefferson County, State of Colorado.  

Decision No. C17-0285-I at ¶ 1.
  The filing commenced this Proceeding.  
3. On February 27, 2017, the Commission gave notice of the February 24, 2017 filing (Notice).  In addition, the Notice established an intervention period (which has expired) and a procedural schedule.  On April 17, 2017, Decision No. R17-0302-I vacated the procedural schedule.  
4. On March 1, 2017, Applicant filed a verified Amended Application with exhibits.  Although it replaces in its entirety the February 24, 2017 application filing, the March 1, 2017 filing simply changes the caption and clarifies the identity of the Applicant.  Unless the context indicates otherwise, reference in this Interim Decision to the Application is to the verified Amended Application and its exhibits filed on March 1, 2017.  

5. On March 29, 2017, the Regional Transportation District (RTD) intervened as 
of right.  

6. Jefferson and RTD, collectively, are the Parties; each individually is a Party.  Each Party is represented by legal counsel in this Proceeding.  

7. On April 13, 2017, by Decision No. C17-0285-I, the Commission also referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  

8. On April 27, 2017, as relevant here, Applicant filed (in one document) an Unopposed Motion for Permission to Amend Application and to Grant Application, as Amended Under Modified Procedure (April 27 Filing).  

9. Review of the Application and the April 27 Filing identified an operational issue that could be mitigated as part of this Proceeding:  The traffic signal phasing information that is provided with the Application shows that the pre-signal north of the crossing on Earl Johnson Road for southbound traffic and the traffic signal at the intersection of U.S. Highway 6 and 
Earl Johnson Road for southbound traffic change from green, to amber, to red at the same time.  

10. Staff of the Commission has observed that, due to the current phasing, an increasing number of vehicles stop on this leg for the red traffic signal rather than moving through both the crossing and intersection.  

11. Other crossings that have come before the Commission with similar configurations are phased such that the pre-signal upstream from the crossing will turn to red before the traffic signal at the intersection turns to red.  This interval gives vehicles that have entered the crossing the opportunity to clear through the crossing and into the intersection before the traffic signal turns red.  

12. Although there is a limited amount of storage distance at the crossing, the crossing may be expanded to two tracks in the future.  In anticipation of that expansion and in view of the observed driver behavior, it may be better to phase the signal now to train drivers and to allow them, once they have entered the crossing, to proceed through the intersection without stopping on that leg of the crossing.  

13. In view of the identified operational issue with its public safety implications, the ALJ will order the Parties to respond to the following questions:  (a) Should the traffic signal phasing at this intersection be changed to provide a delay between the pre-signal changing from green to red and the intersection signal for the same vehicle movements changing from green to red?  (b) If the phasing should be changed, do the Parties agree to amend the Application to seek authorization in this Proceeding to make this change in the traffic signal phasing? and (c) If the Parties agree to amend the Application, do the Parties agree to file, not later than June 9, 2017, a supplement to the April 27 Filing to amend the Application to change the traffic signal phasing?  

14. The ALJ will order the Parties to file, not later than June 2, 2017, joint responses to the questions posed in ¶ 13 of this Interim Decision.  If the answer to one or more of the questions is no, the Parties will be ordered to explain each negative response.  
II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Not later than June 2, 2017, the Parties shall file joint responses to the questions posed in ¶ 13 of this Interim Decision.  

2. If the answer to one or more of the questions posed in ¶ 13 of this Interim Decision is no, the Parties shall explain each negative response.  

3. This Interim Decision is effective immediately. 
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  Decision No. C17-0285-I was issued in this Proceeding on April 13, 2017.  
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