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I. STATEMENT
A. Background

On 
January 20, 2017, CenturyLink, Inc. (CenturyLink) and Level 3 Communications, Inc. (Level 3) (collectively, Joint Applicants) filed a joint application (Application) requesting “Commission approval of the indirect transfer of control of all Level 3 operating entities certificated by the Commission … to CenturyLink.”
  The Application is the direct result of an “Agreement and Plan of Merger” entered into on October 31, 2016 by CenturyLink, Level 3, Wildcat Merger Sub 1 LLC (Merger Sub 1), and WWG Merger Sub LLC (Merger Sub 2) pursuant to which CenturyLink will acquire Level 3.  Merger Subs 1 and 2 are indirect wholly owned subsidiaries of CenturyLink that were created for purposes of consummating the Agreement.  In the Application, CenturyLink and Level 3 state that “the Transaction is expected to close by September 30, 2017” and, for this reason, they request 

1. expedited consideration of the Application by the Commission “to enable the parties to complete the arrangements necessary for closing by the September deadline.”
  The Joint Applicants specifically request that “[s]hould a hearing be required, to accommodate prompt review and a decision within the statutory timeframes, Applicants further request that the Commissioners conduct the hearing on this matter, rather than assign the case to an Administrative Law Judge.”
   

2. On January 25, 2017, the Commission issued a notice of the Application pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S.   
3. On March 1, 2017, Trial Staff of the Public Utilities Commission filed a Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a) and Rule 1401, and Request for Hearing. 

4. Also on March 1, 2017, the Commission deemed the Application complete.   

5. On March 15, 2017, the Commission referred the Application to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.  
B. Prehearing Conference

6. Given the procedural posture of the case at this point, it is appropriate to hold a prehearing conference.  The prehearing conference in this proceeding shall be scheduled for April 7, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.  

7. At the prehearing conference, the parties must be prepared to discuss all matters related to the scheduling of this proceeding.  In addition, Staff must be prepared to state its position with respect to the Application, or explain why it cannot so state its position at the time of the prehearing conference coupled with an estimate of when it will be able to identify its position.  

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A prehearing conference is scheduled as follows:  
DATE:
April 7, 2017
TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room B
 
1560 Broadway, 2nd Floor
 
Denver, Colorado

2. The parties in this proceeding are CenturyLink, Inc., Level 3 Communications, Inc., and Trial Staff of the Commission.  

3. All parties must appear at the prehearing conference.  

4. This Decision is effective immediately.
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