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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On December 18, 2017, Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC, doing business as Black Hills Energy (RMNG or the Company), filed an Application for Approval of a Refund Plan (Application) and a Motion for One-Time Partial Variance from Commission Rule 1207(c).  Within the filing, RMNG requests a shortened notice and intervention period.

2. By this Decision, we grant the request for shortened notice and intervention period.  Interventions in this matter shall be filed no later than January 2, 2018.  We also grant the requested waiver from Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1207(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.

B. Discussion

3. RMNG explains in the Application that the Company inadvertently failed to update its General Rate Schedule Adjustment (GRSA) to 0 percent effective March 1, 2017 pursuant to Decision No. R14-0114, issued January 31, 2014, in consolidated Proceeding Nos. 13A-0046G, 13AL-0143G, and 13AL-0067G.  The required reduction of the GRSA to 0 percent reflects the termination of the 36-month amortization period for the collection of rate case expenses on February 28, 2017.

4. RMNG states that the Company later reduced the GRSA to 0 percent effective November 1, 2017 through Advice Letter No. 103 filed in Proceeding No. 17AL-0638G.  RMNG further states that it “preemptively” reduced the “billed GRSA” to 0 percent in bills sent out in September 2017 for usage in August 2017.

5. By the Application, RMNG seeks approval of a refund plan for usage during the period March 1, 2017 through July 31, 2017.  The total refund, including interest, is $54,085.21. The Company proposes to distribute the refund as an allocated share of that amount to each affected shipper as a one-time fixed bill credit.  

6. RMNG states that there are only 11 affected shippers.  The Company requests 
a one-time partial variance from Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1207(c), which generally requires the Company to publish a notice of a filed application in a newspaper of general circulation.  RMNG states that it will directly mail the notice attached to the Application to each affected shipper.  RMNG argues that mailing the notice is a more cost effective method and accomplishes the required noticing.

7. RMNG proposes to provide the one-time fixed bill credit on its January 15, 2018 bills to the affected shippers.  Accordingly, the Company requests a shortened notice and intervention period of ten days.

C. Findings and Conclusions
8. We find good cause to grant the request for a shortened notice and intervention period.  Response time to the request is waived.

9. The Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the notice that the Application for Approval of a Refund Plan has been filed.
10. Requests for intervention in this matter shall be filed no later than 5:00 p.m. on January 2, 2018.
11. We also find good cause to grant the requested one-time waiver from Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1207(c).
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC, doing business as Black Hills Energy (RMNG), for a shortened Commission notice and intervention period for its Application for Approval of a Refund Plan (Application) is granted, and response time is waived, consistent with the discussion above.

2. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding shall file for leave to intervene, or, under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party by 5:00 p.m. on January 2, 2018. 

3. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.
4. RMNG may provide notice of the Application to customers by direct mail.  The requirement in 4 CCR 723-1-1207(c) for the publication of a notice to customers in a newspaper of general circulation is waived, consistent with the discussion above.

5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
December 20, 2017.
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