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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. By this Decision, we notice the Accelerated Depreciation/Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment (RESA) Reduction Application (AD/RR Application) filed November 28, 2017, by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) through January 8, 2018.  An intervention period shall extend concurrent with the notice period through January 8, 2018. 

2. As discussed below, we anticipate current parties to Public Service’s electric resource plan (ERP) proceeding, Proceeding No. 16A-0396E (ERP Proceeding), may seek intervention in this Proceeding.  For procedural efficiencies, we permit parties in the ERP Proceeding that choose to intervene in this AD/RR Application proceeding, to provide a request for intervention within this proceeding, identifying the party’s status in Proceeding No. 16A-0396E, and providing notice that it claims party status in this proceeding. These filings must be made on or before January 8, 2018.  

3. We shorten response time to intervention filings to January 16, 2018, at 12:00 noon. 

4. Parties seeking intervention, including those participating in the ERP that file notifications to participate as a party in this proceeding, are encouraged to address and comment on the procedural schedule outlined in Public Service’s application.  

5. We set a prehearing conference for February 1, 2018. 

6. Public Service shall confer with parties that have filed a notice of intent to participate as well as any persons who filed for permissive intervention (i.e., potential parties) regarding a proposed procedural schedule.  The Company shall provide an updated schedule, with consensus proposals as applicable, no later than January 29, 2018.  

B. Discussion

7. On August 29, 2017, the Company and certain stipulating parties filed a stipulation agreement (Stipulation) with the Commission in the Company’s ERP Proceeding. The Stipulation seeks Commission approval to present the Colorado Energy Plan Portfolio (CEPP) for the Commission’s consideration in the ERP Phase II process.  This proposal includes voluntary retirement of Comanche 1 and 2 coal-fired generation units (Comanche 1 and 2), and replacing that generation capacity and energy with a mix of wind, solar, and natural gas generation. 

8. The Stipulation contemplates the filing of the AD/RR Application in a separate proceeding.  In the event the Commission ultimately approves the CEPP in the ERP Proceeding, the AD/RR Application seeks approval to: (i) modify the depreciation schedules for Comanche 1 and 2; (ii) establish a regulatory asset to recover the associated costs; (iii) reduce the RESA charge from 2 percent to 1 percent, effective late 2021 or early 2022; and (iv) increase base rates in early 2022 as proposed in the Company’s AD/RR Application.  Public Service states that it will withdraw the AD/RR Application if it is not allowed to present the CEPP or if the CEPP is not approved in the current ERP Proceeding. 

9. The AD/RR Application includes an outline of a potential procedural schedule that contemplates the Commission issuing both a Phase II decision in the ERP Proceeding and a decision on the AD/RR Application on July 26, 2018. To accommodate this proposal, the Company suggests that answer testimony in the instant proceeding be filed in mid-March of 2018, rebuttal testimony be filed no later than May 25, 2018, and that the Commission schedule hearing dates in June of 2018. 

C. Findings and Conclusions

10. The AD/RR Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the notice that 
the AD/RR Application was filed seeking approval to: (i) modify the depreciation schedules for Comanche 1 and 2; (ii) establish a regulatory asset to recover the associated 
costs; (iii) reduce the RESA charge from 2 percent to 1 percent, effective late 2021 or early 2022; and (iv) increase base rates in early 2022 as proposed in the Company’s AD/RR Application.
11. The Commission notice period for the AD/RR Application shall extend through and including 5:00 p.m. on January 8, 2018.  The intervention period will run concurrent with the notice period. Interventions are due by 5:00 p.m. on January 8, 2018. 

12. The Commission recognizes that parties in the ERP Proceeding may have an interest in requesting intervention in this AD/RR Proceeding.  Given the potentially interrelated subject matter and timelines proposed in these proceedings, we find that simplified intervention filings notifying the Commission of the intent to participate as a party in both proceedings will enable procedural efficiencies in this matter.
  Therefore, parties granted intervention in the ERP Proceeding do not need to file for permissive intervention in the instant proceeding.  Parties to the ERP need only file within this AD/RR Application proceeding a notice identifying the party’s status in Proceeding No. 16A-0396E and providing notice that it claims party status in this proceeding, on or before January 8, 2017.
  

13. We find that shortened response time to intervention filings is appropriate, particularly given the likelihood of similar participants between this proceeding and the ERP Proceeding, and anticipation of the filing through the Stipulation. On our own motion, we set response time to intervention filings for January 16, 2018 at 12:00 p.m., noon. 

14. Parties seeking intervention, including those participating in the ERP that file to participate as a party in this proceeding, are encouraged to address and comment on the procedural schedule outlined in Public Service’s AD/RR Application within their January 8, 2018, filings.  

15. We set a prehearing conference for the purpose of finalizing a schedule in this matter for February 1, 2018, at 10:00 a.m.

16. Public Service shall confer with likely and potential parties regarding a proposed procedural schedule.  It shall provide an updated schedule, with consensus proposals as applicable, no later than January 29, 2018.  This timing allows for conferral after January 8, 2018 filings and responses are submitted, and provides for sufficient time prior to the February 1, 2018 prehearing conference for the Commission to consider appropriate action in response to a consensus schedule filing, if one is provided.
 

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. This Decision serves as notice of the application filed on November 28, 2017, by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company), which notice period shall extend through 5:00 p.m. on January 8, 2018. 

2. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party by 5:00 p.m. on January 8, 2018. 

3. Parties granted intervention in the Company’s Electric Resource Plan Proceeding, Proceeding No. 16A-0396E, do not need to file for permissive intervention, but may file a notification stating their intent to participate, consistent with the discussion above, no later than 5:00 p.m. on January 8, 2018. 

4. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.
5. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Decision, the Commission may dismiss or strike the application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.
6. Response to intervention filings is shortened on the Commission’s own motion to January 16, 2018, at 12:00 noon. 

7. Participants making filings on January 8, 2018, regarding intervention shall address and comment on the proposed procedural schedule provided by the Company in the application.

8. A prehearing conference for the purpose of finalizing the schedule in this matter is scheduled for the following date: 

DATE: 
February 1, 2018

TIME: 

10:00 a.m. 

PLACE: 
Commission Hearing Room


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado
9. Public Service shall confer with likely and potential parties in this proceeding regarding a proposed schedule.  An updated schedule proposal, including consensus dates if possible, shall be filed no later than January 29, 2018. 

10. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 6, 2017.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Any person who sought but was not granted intervention in the ERP Proceeding must make an appropriate intervention filing pursuant to Commission rules by January 8, 2018. 


� For clarity, although Public Service is not prohibited from responding to ERP Proceeding party requests and notifications seeking intervention in this AD/RR Application proceeding, we anticipate the interests of current parties granted intervention in the ERP Proceeding to align with the party’s interest in this proceeding.  Participation as a party in both the ERP Proceeding and this AD/RR Application proceeding, however, is not required. 


� This includes, potentially, vacating the need for the February 1, 2018, prehearing conference scheduled through this Decision. 
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