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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision solicits comments, including potential rule revision proposals, in this administrative proceeding, which is a repository for presentations and other materials relating to the High Cost Support Mechanism (HCSM) and the funding to telecommunications providers for the provision of basic voice service.  We encourage participants and interested persons to file comments on or before December 15, 2017. 

B. Discussion
In recent years, significant legislation reforming Article 15 of Title 40 addressed telecommunications services (Telecom Reform Legislation), including changes to the HCSM.
  In opening this proceeding, we recognized Commission proceedings and related actions since the Telecom Reform Legislation. We also noted that it is likely the Commission will need to consider 

2. what HCSM funding structure for basic voice service may be appropriate and necessary going forward after December 31, 2018.  

3. Without currently pending matters regarding the HCSM before the Commission, we found it appropriate to hold a Commissioner’s Information Meeting (CIM).  We opened this proceeding as a repository for informational materials and presentations relating to the HCSM and funding of basic voice service in high cost areas.  The Commission held the CIM as noticed on November 9, 2017.  

4. Also when we opened this proceeding, we directed that presentations for the CIM shall be filed within this proceeding, along with related materials.  As discussed at the CIM, other informational materials are also filed within this proceeding by Staff of the Commission (Staff) and participants.  Materials in addition to CIM presentations include, without limitation, the 2016 Annual Report of Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism, submitted December 1, 2016, to the House Economic and Business Development and the Senate Business, Labor and Technology Committee (Committee), and a Colorado Municipal League Map on Municipal Broadband as of May 2017, filed November 13, 2017, by AARP.  

In addition, participants have included both their November 9, 2017, CIM presentations, in addition to related filings and comments following up on the informational discussions.  For example, the Colorado Telecommunications Association (CTA) filed its CIM presentation November 20, 2017, and also included a memorandum of talking points.  Within its memorandum, CTA states that it recommends the Commission take no action on the HCSM and 

5. should “wait to see if the General Assembly addresses the [HCSM] and/or Broadband funding in 2018.” CTA states that “[a] rulemaking proceeding on the [HCSM] would likely be very time consuming, costly and controversial with little chance for compromise by the interested parties.”
   

6. Through this Decision we memorialize direction to the HCSM Administrator that Staff file the 2017 Annual Report of Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism that will be submitted December 1, 2017, to the Committee at Staff’s earliest convenience, but no later than December 15, 2017.  In addition, and consistent with our discussion at the CIM, we encourage participants and any interested persons to file comments within this proceeding, in addition to CIM presentation materials.  

7. Comments may include participant recommendations on rule revisions or Commission actions suggested regarding the HCSM.  If a commenter proposes specific rule revisions, we encourage filings include any rule language proposed in legislative, strikethrough format to the Commission’s current HCSM rules.  Similar to the filing made by CTA, if the commenter recommends the Commission refrain from rulemaking at this time, the suggestion may be provided within the filing.

8. We encourage comments and recommendations be filed no later than December 15, 2017, along with any remaining presentation materials not already provided.  This timing enables the Commission to determine if additional CIM discussion is productive, or if this proceeding has served its purpose and, therefore, should be closed.    

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission is directed to file the 2017 Annual Report of Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism that will be submitted December 1, 2017, to the Colorado General Assembly House Economic and Business Development and the Senate Business, Labor and Technology Committee.  This report may be filed as soon as practical after December 1, 2017, but no later than December 15, 2017. 

2. Participants at the November 9, 2017, Commissioner Information Meeting and interested persons, are encouraged to file presentation materials, supplemental information, and comments, including those addressing topics discussed above, no later than December 15, 2017. 

3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 29, 2017.
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WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� The bills include: House Bill (HB) 14-1327, HB14-1328, HB14-1329, HB14-1330, and HB14-1331. Subsequent revisions were made in § 40-15-509.5, C.R.S., through Senate Bill 17-306.  


� CTA Memorandum, filed November 20, 2017, at 2. 





4

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












