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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On July 3, 2017, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) timely filed an application seeking Commission approval of several items related to its pursuit of energy efficiency and demand response resources under §§ 40-3.2-103 and 
40-3.2-104, C.R.S.  
2. Among other determinations, the Commission acknowledged waiver of the statutory deadlines in § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., by Public Service and established a procedural schedule in this matter through C17-0717-I, issued August 30, 2017.  An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding is currently scheduled for March 5 through 9, 2018.  Within the August 30, 2017 decision, the Commission also established discovery procedures and referred discovery disputes to an Administrative Law Judge.  Discovery is currently ongoing in this matter. 
3. On October 11, 2017, Public Service filed a Motion for Extraordinary Protection in which it seeks protection of certain spreadsheet data requested through discovery.  Public Service claims this information should be classified as highly confidential and, within its arguments, claims this designation is supported by both the Commission’s Data Privacy Rules and Public Service Company v. Trigen-Nations, 982 P.2d 316 (Colo. 1999). 
4. Through this Decision, we do not substantively address the Motion filed October 11, 2017. Rather, we find that the instant motion and all future motions requesting extraordinary protection in this matter should be referred to an Administrative Law Judge.  Referral of motions for extraordinary protection along with the already referred discovery disputes creates efficiencies that may be beneficial to parties throughout the discovery and pre-hearing processes. 

II. ORDER

A. It is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Extraordinary Protection filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on October 11, 2017, is referred to an Administrative Law Judge. 
2. All future motions requesting extraordinary protection are referred to an Administrative Law Judge. 
3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 18, 2017.
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