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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On August 11, 2017, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or the Company), filed a Petition for a waiver of Rules 3412(g)(II)(A) and (C) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3. 
2. The Company has requested the waiver to continue a volumetric rate design for the Large Power rate class for cost recovery of the Company’s low-income energy assistance program.
3. The Company also requested a shortened notice and intervention period pursuant to Rule 1003(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 CCR 723-1.  This part of the Petition was granted pursuant to Decision No. C17-0670-I, mailed August 17, 2017. The Commission did order that additional notice be sent to specific entities that would most be affected by the waiver of Rules 3412(g)(II)(A) and (C). The Company filed an affidavit of publication of the additional notice to the 18 Large Power customers on August 22, 2017.

4. Black Hills requests the waiver duration through September 30, 2018. Black Hills requests a partial waiver for Rules 3412(g)(II)(A) and (C) to enable the Large Power rate class to continue to have a volumetric rate design. All other rate classes would continue with a fixed monthly rate design in compliance with these rules.

B. Findings of Fact

5. Since July 1, 2012, the Company has implemented tariff rates for cost recovery of its low-income energy assistance program under Rule 3412. The cost recovery is from all customer classes (residential and non-residential). The tariff rates are fixed monthly fees except for the Large Power rate class where the tariff rate is volumetric.
6. Black Hills believes it is fair and reasonable to all customers within the Large Power rate class to continue a volumetric rate design. This rate class has been on a volumetric rate design since July 1, 2012 when the Company’s low-income program began cost recovery. The Company states that these customers are accustomed to a variable – not fixed – method for cost recovery.

7. Based on information in the filing, it appears a change to a fixed rate would create substantial revenue impacts for customers on either side of an average consumption within the class.

8. The Commission finds that good cause has been shown to allow Black Hills a waiver of applicable Commission Rules in this instance.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP for a waiver of Commission Rules 3412G(g)(II)(A) and (C), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3 is granted.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Decision.
3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
September 27, 2017.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




3

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












