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I. by the commission

A. Statement, Findings and Conclusions
1. This Decision opens an administrative proceeding for the purpose of collecting information and comments related to financial instruments for the hedging of natural gas commodity costs, and the associated cost recovery by utilities through rate adjustment mechanisms.  

2. On August 24, 2017, the Commission held a Commission Information Meeting (CIM) regarding natural gas financial hedging.  Topics included an overview and history of gas financial hedging by Colorado utilities and customer bill impacts; financial hedging instruments explained and best practices; roundtable discussions; and next steps.  The CIM was webcast, and materials were provided and archived through the Commission’s website. 

3. Although this information is not a part of any proceeding before the Commission and is publicly available, we find it appropriate to open an informational proceeding as a repository for materials and comments.  

4. The Commission will include the information on the August 24, 2017, CIM in this proceeding for convenience.  We invite interested persons to submit comments and materials related to financial hedging.  We encourage submission through the Commission’s E-Filings System to the extent possible.  As this proceeding is non-adjudicatory, and because there are no parties to this proceeding, service upon other participants is not necessary.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This administrative proceeding is opened to serve as a repository for general information and comments related to financial instruments for the hedging of natural gas commodity costs and the associated cost recovery by utilities through rate adjustment mechanisms. 

2. Filings and submissions shall be made in accordance with the above discussion.

3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 6, 2017.
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