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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision establishes a procedural schedule and discovery procedures for the Application for an Order for Approval of Strategic Issue Proposals Relating to its Next Electric and Gas Demand Side Management Plan (Application) filed July 3, 2017, by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company).  In adopting the procedural schedule, we acknowledge Public Service’s waiver of the statutory timeframes set forth in § 40-6-109.5(3), C.R.S. Disputes related to discovery are referred to an Administrative Law Judge. 

2. In addition, we vacate the prehearing conference scheduled for 1:30 p.m., August 30, 2017.

B. Discussion and Findings

3. As stated in its Application, Public Service seeks Commission approval of 
several items related to its pursuit of energy efficiency and demand response resources under 
§§ 40-3.2-103 and 40-3.2-104, C.R.S. The Company states that it seeks to re-examine a number of the larger issues associated with its demand side management activities, including the appropriate energy savings and demand reduction goals and incentives.    
4. Through our decision issued August 17, 2017, we directed Public Service to confer with the parties for the purpose of developing a proposed procedural schedule no later than August 28, 2017, including all filing deadlines, hearing dates, and provisions for discovery. 
 

5. On August 23, 2017, we granted two motions filed by Public Service: the motion filed August 7, 2017, requesting leave to reply to the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project response pleading; and the motion requesting leave to file supplemental direct testimony filed July 3, 2017.
  We required that Public Service confer with parties and include a proposed date for filing supplemental direct testimony within its proposed schedule, due August 28, 2017.  In addition, we required that Public Service indicate whether it waives the 210-day statutory timeline provided in § 40-6-109.5(3), C.R.S., within or concurrent with the proposed schedule.  

6. On August 28, 2017, Public Service filed a proposed procedural schedule stating that the parties
 have agreed to the following:

Supplemental Direct Testimony  
September 29, 2017

Answer Testimony 
December 5, 2017

Rebuttal & Cross-Answer Testimony 
January 23, 2018

Stipulations & Settlement Agreements
February 20, 2018

Prehearing Conference 
February 27, 2018

Corrections to Testimony & Exhibits 
March 1, 2018

Prehearing Motions 
March 1, 2018

Hearings 
March 5 – 9, 2018

Statement of Positions
March 30, 2018

7. Public Service states that the parties also have agreed to four modifications to the discovery
 rules provided in Rule 1405 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1. 

8. First, the parties agree that service of discovery requests after 3 p.m. Mountain Time (MT) on a Friday, the day before a Colorado State holiday, or on days in which the Commission is not open for business (i.e., Saturday, Sunday, and a Colorado holiday), will be deemed served on the next business day. 

9. Second, the parties agree to service of discovery through electronic mail. The Parties also agree that Public Service will provide access to a link to an external SharePoint site that will provide Public Service’s electronic versions of discovery responses. 

10. Third, the parties agree to provide all responses to an individual set of discovery in a single, combined document and, in the event that responses to an individual set of discovery are not served simultaneously, parties agree to provide all available responses served on a given day in a single, combined document. 

11. Fourth, the Parties agree that all highly confidential and confidential discovery responses (and any requests containing confidential or highly confidential information) will be served only on Parties that have executed the appropriate non-disclosure agreements, and all nonconfidential requests and responses will be served on all Parties. 

12. Public Service represents that, with the exception of these modifications upon approval from the Commission, the parties agree Rule 1405, will govern discovery in this matter. 

13. Unless modified by the Commission, the parties agree that Rules 4 CCR 
723-1-1100 and 723-1-1101 govern the treatment of confidential information (i.e., information claimed to be confidential) and information for which extraordinary protection is sought.

14. Within its filing, Public Service waives the statutory deadline for the Commission to issue a decision.  See § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.
15. We find good cause to adopt the proposed procedural schedule and discovery procedures, and refer all discovery disputes to an Administrative Law Judge.

16. Through Decision No. C17-0668-I, issued August 17, 2017, we scheduled a prehearing conference for 1:30 p.m., August 30, 2017, requiring that parties come prepared to discuss the procedural schedule, discovery, and related concerns.  We find good cause to vacate the prehearing conference scheduled for August 30, 2017.

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The prehearing conference scheduled through Decision No. C17-0668-I for August 30, 2017, at 1:30 p.m., is vacated.

2. Consistent with the discussion above, the deadlines for filings are as follows: 

Supplemental Direct Testimony


September 29, 2017

Answer Testimony




December 5, 2017

Rebuttal & Cross-Answer Testimony


January 23, 2018

Stipulations & Settlement Agreements

February 20, 2018

Corrections to Testimony & Exhibits


March 1, 2018

Prehearing Motions




March 1, 2018

Statements of Position




March 30, 2018

3. A prehearing conference in this Proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:

February 27, 2018

TIME:

9:00 a.m. until concluded, but not later than 12:00 p.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room 
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 

Denver, Colorado 

4. The evidentiary hearing in this Proceeding is scheduled as follows: 

DATES: 
March 5 through 9, 2018 

TIMES: 
9:00 a.m. March 5, 6, 8 and 9, 2018 
 

until concluded, but not later than 5:00 p.m.
 

10:30 a.m. March 7, 2018 until concluded, but not later than 5:00 p.m.
PLACE: 
Commission Hearing Room 


1560 Broadway, Suite 250 


Denver, Colorado 

5. Discovery shall be conducted consistent with the discussion above.  Disputes related to discovery are referred to an Administrative Law Judge. 

6. Consistent with the discussion above and Commission rules, parties shall identify confidential information and highly confidential information contained in testimony and attachments and other documents filed in this Proceeding.

7. The waiver of the statutory deadlines in §§ 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., by Applicant Public Service Company of Colorado is acknowledged.

8. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 30, 2017.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Decision No. C17-0668-I, issued August 17, 2017, Proceeding No. 17A-0462EG.


� Decision No. C17-0703-I, issued August 23, 2017, Proceeding No. 17A-0462EG.


� Parties include: Public Service; Colorado Public Utilities Commission Staff (Staff); the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel; the Colorado Energy Office; the Colorado Energy Consumers; the City and County of Denver; the City of Boulder; CF&I Steel, L.P., doing business as Evraz Rocky Mountain Steel Mills; Climax Molybdenum Company; the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association; the Colorado Renewable Energy Society; the Energy Efficiency Business Coalition; Energy Outreach Colorado; Open Energy Efficiency, Inc.; Sierra Club and Natural Resource Defense Counsel; the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project; Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and Sam’s West, Inc.; and Western Resource Advocates.


� Parties include discovery requests, data requests, and Staff audit requests within discovery.
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