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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision adopts a procedural schedule for the Commission’s consideration of the Petition for Declaratory Order (Petition) requesting an order declaring that, as part of a solicitation process for Community Solar Gardens (CSGs), Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) may accept bids from developers that include a negative Renewable Energy Credit (REC) component. As discussed below, a hearing in this matter is scheduled for October 4, 2017. 

B. Discussion

2. On February 7, 2017, Public Service filed the Petition.  Public Service provides a legal analysis in the Petition supporting its position that accepting CSG bids with negative REC values is not prohibited under Colorado law. Public Service also provides argument that its request for an order confirming that the Company may lawfully accept bids from CSG developers at negative REC prices is in the public interest.

3. On February 21, 2017, we accepted the Petition for consideration, established a notice and intervention period, and set a briefing schedule.

4. On June 15, 2017, we established the parties in this Proceeding to include Public Service, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, the Colorado Energy Office, Interwest Energy Alliance, the Energy Freedom Coalition of America, Western Resource Advocates, the Solar Energy Industries Association, the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association, and Community Energy Solar. 
  We also determined that a hearing is required in order to render a decision on the Petition. We therefore directed Public Service to confer with the parties to develop and file a consensus proposal for a procedural schedule.

5. On June 27, 2017, we granted the request of the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission to participate in this Proceeding as a party.

C. Public Service’s Unopposed Motion to Adopt Procedural Schedule 
6. Public Service filed an Unopposed Motion to Adopt Procedural Schedule (Motion) on June 23, 2017. 

7. Public Service states that the parties are considering the use of stipulated facts to establish threshold matters. The Company explains, however, that the parties have not yet agreed to such a stipulation and that discussions on the issue are ongoing.  Public Service thus proposes a target date for filing a stipulation should the parties reach an agreement.

8. Public Service also argues that the Company does not necessarily have the burden of proof on policy implications of “negative RECs.”  Public Service suggests that all parties should have the opportunity both to file Direct Testimony on the policy and public interest aspects of negative REC components in CSG bids and to file Answer Testimony in response to any filed Direct Testimony. Public Service further suggests that two rounds of testimony may shorten the length of this Proceeding.
9. Public Service proposes:  July 14, 2017, as the target date for the filing of stipulated facts; August 16, 2017, as the deadline for the filing of Direct Testimony; September 7, 2017, as the deadline for the filing of Answer Testimony; a one-day hearing on October 4, 2017; and October 13, 2017, as the deadline for the filing of post-hearing Statements of Position.

10. Public Service states in the Motion that the proposed procedural schedule is unopposed.  The Company requests that the Commission waive response time to the motion and argues that, because no party opposes the Motion, no party will be prejudiced by waiving the response time.

D. Findings and Conclusions
11. We find good cause to grant the Motion and waive response time to the Motion.  The proposed filing deadlines are reasonable, and we schedule the hearing for October 4, 2017, as requested.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion to Adopt Procedural Schedule (Motion) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on June 23, 2017, is granted.

2. Response Time to the Motion is waived.

3. Direct Testimony shall be filed no later than August 16, 2017.
4. Answer Testimony shall be filed no later than September 7, 2017.
5. A hearing is scheduled in this matter as follows:
DATE: 
October 4, 2017

TIME: 

10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
PLACE: 
Hearing Room

 
Colorado Public Utilities Commission

 
1560 Broadway, Suite 250

 
Denver, Colorado

6. Post-hearing Statements of Position shall be filed no later than October 13, 2017.

7. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 28, 2017.
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