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I. BY THE COMMISSION 

A. Statement

1. On May 8, 2017, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (Colorado Natural Gas or Applicant) filed a verified application seeking a Commission order authorizing it to revise tariff sheets to implement an increase in the low-income assistance monthly charge. The proposed tariffs are to go into effect on July 1, 2017.  

2. On May 9, 2017, Colorado Natural Gas filed an amendment to the application correcting a date on page 4 of the application.

3. On May 15, 2017, the Company filed a motion for a waiver of Rule 4002(d) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4, as the Company failed to notice the application within seven days of filing the application. The Company also, requested a waiver response time.

4. The Commission provided notice of this application on May 9, 2017, to all interested persons, firms, and corporations.  Colorado Natural Gas noticed this application by publication in The Denver Post, a newspaper circulated within all areas that would be impacted by the application, on May 16, 2017.  No petition to intervene or notice of intervention has been filed, and thus the application is uncontested.  Accordingly, the application will be determined without a formal hearing in accordance with § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, 4 CCR 723-1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.
5. The proposed tariffs are attached to the Decision and affect the Applicant’s customers in its Colorado certified areas on file with the Commission.

6. This application for authority to change tariffs is made pursuant to § 40-3-104(2), C.R.S. 

7. Colorado Natural Gas is engaged in, inter alia, the generation, transmission, purchase, distribution, and sale of natural gas service in its certificated areas in the State of Colorado.  
8. In accordance with Rules 4002(b)(VII) and 4002(b)(XI)(D), 4 CCR 723-4, Colorado Natural Gas explicitly acknowledges that the company has read and agrees to abide by the provisions of Rules 4002(b)(XI)(A) through (C).
9. Colorado Natural Gas’s Colorado P.U.C. No. 2 - Gas Tariff, Sheet Nos. 
29B – 29F, are for the gas service low-income program, and provide the program design and rates.  The sheets state the change to the tariff for the pre-enrollment in the program, the enrollment in levelized budget billing, and the fee increase to $0.31.

10. Colorado Natural Gas requests that the Commission issue an order approving the proposed change so that it may place the requested revision into effect on July 1, 2017.   

11. Due to an administrative oversight, Colorado Natural Gas was unable to obtain publication of its required notice by May 15, 2017.  Colorado Natural Gas did post notice of the application on May 16, 2017, one day late. Since the requested date for the proposed tariff sheets is July 1, 2017, the notice will be longer than the required 30 days. 

12. Good cause exists to allow Colorado Natural Gas’s tariff sheets proposed changes and the rate increase to the Gas Service Low-Income Customer Assistance Program.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The amended application filed by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (Colorado Natural Gas) is deemed complete.

2. The amended application filed by Colorado Natural Gas for authority to revise Sheets 29B – 29F of its P.U.C. No. 2 – Gas Tariff is granted.

3. The motion for waiver of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-4-4002(d) and waiver of response time is granted.
4. Colorado Natural Gas is authorized to file, on less than two days’ notice, the tariffs attached as Appendix A and made a part of this Decision.

5. These tariffs shall be effective on and after their effective date of July 1, 2017.

6. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision.
7. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 14, 2017.
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