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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement 

1. On May 9, 2017, Budget Prepay Inc. (Budget) filed an application to relinquish its limited designation as a Lifeline-only Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) in Colorado pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2-2188 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products (Application).
2. Concurrent with the Application, Budget filed a motion requesting a variance of the customer notice requirements pursuant to Rule 2188(d). Budget also requests a waiver of the 30-day Commission notice and intervention period in Rule 1206(d) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.

3. In Decision No. C17-0404-I which was mailed on May 17, 2017, the Commission provided notice of Budget’s Application.  Interventions were due on or before June 1, 2017, and no interventions were received.

4. Also in Decision No. C17-0404-I, the Commission granted, in part, the requested waiver of Rule 2188(d). The Commission agreed to waive the requirement of Rule 2188(d) to provide notice to customers through publication once each week for four consecutive weeks in a publication or publications of general circulation in the affected designated area. However, the Commission did not grant Budget’s request for a waiver of the requirement to notify, by U.S. Mail, the Board of County Commissioners of each affected county, and to the mayors of each affected city, town, or municipality.
5. On May 23, 2017, Budget filed an affidavit with the Commission stating they were in compliance with the Commission’s customer notice requirements.

6. By this Decision, consistent with the discussion below, we approve the Application and close the proceeding. 
B. Discussion, Findings, and Conclusions
7. On November 16, 2012, the Commission granted Budget’s request for designation as a Lifeline-only ETC in certain areas within Colorado.
  Budget did not apply for Eligible Provider (EP) status.

Rule 4 CCR 723-2-2188(d)(II)(g) states, in part, “The Commission shall permit an EP or ETC to relinquish its designation as an EP or ETC in any area served by more than one EP or ETC when the Commission concludes that the requirements of paragraphs (a) through (d) have been met.” The Commission has designated other competitive ETCs to provide Lifeline service within Budget's current ETC designated wire centers. As there is already at least one 

8. other ETC in all areas in which Budget is currently designated as an ETC, the Commission is required by federal and Colorado law to permit Budget to relinquish its Lifeline-only ETC designation. 

9. In its Application, Budget seeks to relinquish its Lifeline-only ETC designation effective July 7, 2017.

10. Budget has not provided universal service in Colorado using its own facilities or using resale of another carrier’s services.  The requirements in Rule 4 CCR 723-2-2188(c) that the remaining ETC providers purchase or construct adequate facilities in order to serve all customers by Budget is not applicable in this case.
11. Budget is withdrawing from the Lifeline business in Colorado and has a total subscriber base of approximately 2,000 customers.
12. We find that the Application is unopposed, and may be considered without a hearing pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.  

13. We find that approving the Application will have no adverse effects as potential Lifeline customers will have several options for service, including landline and wireless. Therefore, we grant Budget's Application to relinquish its designation as an ETC pursuant to 4 CCR 723-2-2188.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed by Budget Prepay Inc. on May 9, 2017, is granted, consistent with the discussion above.
2. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 7, 2017.
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