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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. On May 19, 2017, the Regional Transportation District (RTD) filed a Motion to Permit Resumption of Testing (Motion).  RTD proposes to start limited testing pursuant to the Integration Testing Program Plan – Completion of Gold Line Testing for the Eagle Project dated May 12, 2017 and filed as an attachment to the Motion.  

2. No responses were filed to the Motion.

3. RTD states that during 2016, integration testing for all Gold Line (G-Line) systems up to and including the Automatic Train Control System was performed.  This testing was suspended in late August.

4. RTD has requested and received permission for the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) to perform limited testing on the G-Line.  RTD wishes to obtain permission from the Commission to resume testing through the subject crossing.  

5. RTD states that completion of this limited testing, which includes testing of communications equipment, rolling stock, and train control testing is necessary to complete the G-Line signaling and Positive Train Control systems.  This testing is also necessary to further prepare for future certification of the subject crossing as required by the Commission.

6. According to the testing plan filed as an attachment to the Motion, testing on the wireless crossing system will not be performed until specific approval is obtained from the Commission and FRA.  Additionally, flaggers will be used at the crossing until such time as the crossing has been certified as being complete to the Commission.

B. Findings and Conclusions
7. The proposed testing plan provided as an attachment to the Motion shows that no testing is proposed for the crossings at this time.  Testing will include integration testing of the communications, rolling stock, and train control systems.  No testing or changes of the wireless crossing system are proposed as part of this limited testing.  This means that the crossings will be operating during this testing with extended warning times, as we saw during testing on the 
A-Line.  Because we have imposed the requirement that flaggers be present at the crossing on the G-Line for all train movements through the crossing until the crossings have been certified to the Commission as being complete and operational per Commission Decisions, that enhanced safety at the crossings mitigates the extended warning times that will be experienced at the crossing.

8. RTD's Motion is hereby granted based on the above discussion.  RTD is granted authority to perform the limited testing as shown in the testing plan filed as an attachment to the Motion.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion to Permit Resumption of Testing pursuant to the limited testing parameters outlined in Attachment 1, Integration Testing Program Plan – Completion of Gold Line Testing for the Eagle Project dated May 12, 2017, filed by the Regional Transportation District on May 19, 2017 is granted consistent with the discussion above.
2. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 7, 2017.
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