Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C17-0462-I
PROCEEDING No. 17A-0352G

C17-0462-IDecision No. C17-0462-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING17A-0352G NO. 17A-0352G
IN THE MATTER OF THE verified application of black hills/colorado gas utility company, lp d/b/a black hills energy for an order approving a 2017-2018 hedging program to be included in its gas cost adjustment to be effective july 1, 2017 and request for shortened notice and intervention period.
INTERIM DECISION ESTABLISHING 
SHORTENED NOTICE AND INTERVENTION PERIOD
Mailed Date:  
June 7, 2017
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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, 
OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION 

A. Statement
1. This Decision establishes a shortened notice and intervention period for the Application for an Order Approving a 2017-2018 Hedging Program to be Included in the Gas Cost Adjustment to be Effective on July 1, 2017 (Application) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy (BHCOG) on May 31, 2017.

2. Requests to intervene in this matter, including a notice of intervention of right filed by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff), shall be filed no later than June 12, 2017.

B. Discussion 
3. BHCOG seeks Commission approval of a gas hedging program for its system gas supply for the period July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018.  BHCOG also seeks authorization 
to recover the costs associated with the proposed hedging program through its Gas Cost Adjustment.
4. Pursuant to Rule 1303(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, BHCOG requests that the notice and intervention period for the Application be shortened to ten days, expiring on June 10, 2017.
5. BHCOG states that it has contacted both Staff and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) in regard to the Application and the request for shortened notice and intervention period.  BHCOG represents that both Staff and the OCC agree that the proposed hedging program is satisfactory for the program period (July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018).
C. Findings and Conclusions
6. Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1206 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure establishes a 30-day notice and intervention period for petitions, unless shortened by Commission decision or rule.
7. We find good cause to establish a shortened notice and intervention period for the Application to ten days.  BHCOG informed Staff and the OCC of this request, and no party will be prejudiced by granting a shortened notice and intervention period.
8. Notice shall extend through and including 5:00 p.m. on June 12, 2017. Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right filed by Staff, shall run concurrent with the notice period and be due no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 12, 2017.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request for shortened notice and intervention period to the Application for an Order Approving a 2017-2018 Hedging Program to be Included in its Gas Cost Adjustment to be Effective on July 1, 2017 (Application) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP doing business as Black Hills Energy on May 31, 2017 is granted, consistent with the discussion above. 

2. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by June 12, 2017. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202 or email it to dora_puc_complaints@state.co.us.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

3. The Commission may consider the Application without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the Application.

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 7, 2017.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� The tenth day, June 10, 2017, falls on a Saturday when the Commission’s offices will be closed.  The last day for filing interventions will be Monday June 12, 2017.
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