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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision identifies the parties that shall offer witnesses to be available for questioning at the hearing commencing on May 16, 2017.  Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company), Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff), 
the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), the Colorado Energy Office (CEO), Energy Outreach Colorado (EOC), and the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project (SWEEP) shall each offer a witness at the hearing.

2. We grant the motions to be excused from the hearing filed by Western Resource Advocates (WRA) and the Colorado Solar Energy Industry Association (CoSEIA).

B. Discussion

3. On August 2, 2016, Public Service filed an Application seeking a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) for the implementation of three components of its Advanced Grid Intelligence and Security initiative to implement an advanced electric distribution grid.  Specifically, the Company is asking for Commission authorization to install Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI), Integrated Volt-VAr Optimization programs (IVVO), and associated components of an advanced communications network (known as the Field Area Network or FAN).  The Company states that it filed the Application pursuant to § 40-5-101, C.R.S., and Rules 3002 and 3102 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3, and Rule 1301 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.

4. On September 12, 2016, the Commission set the application for hearing and established the parties in this Proceeding.
  

5. On March 30, 2017, we rescheduled hearings from April 3 through 6, 2017 to May 16 and 17, 2017 in anticipation of the filing of a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.
 

6. On April 6, 2017, we approved further modifications to the procedural schedule, establishing May 8, 2017 as the deadline for the filing of a Settlement Agreement.
  We also scheduled a prehearing conference for May 10, 2017, allowed for written responses to the Settlement Agreement to be filed no later than May 12, 2017, required the filing of a witness list with cross-examination times no later than May 12, 2017, and set a deadline for the filing of final statements of position for May 31, 2017.

On May 8, 2017, Public Service filed a Joint Motion to Approve an Unopposed Comprehensive Settlement Agreement (Motion).  The Motion states that the Settling Parties include: Public Service; Staff; OCC; CEO; SWEEP; EOC; WRA; CoSEIA; the Colorado Energy 

7. Consumers; the Energy Freedom Coalition of America; and Mission:data Coalition, Inc.  The Motion also states that the City of Boulder neither supports nor opposes the settlement agreement and that no party opposes the Motion.

8. The Motion further states that the settlement agreement resolves all issues in this Proceeding.  In general, the Settling Parties support the issuance of a CPCN for the AMI, IVVO, and the associated components of the FAN.

9. Public Service states in the Motion that it will sponsor a witness to explain and support the settlement at the hearing.  The Motion requests, however, that in the event the Commission desires other Settling Parties to sponsor witnesses to address the settlement, the Commission advise them prior to the hearing if there are any specific Settling Parties for which it desires a witness.

10. The settlement also contains a general provision that the Settling Parties agree that all pre-filed testimony and exhibits submitted prior to the filing of the settlement by any party shall be admitted into evidence.

11. On May 9, 2017, WRA sand CoSEIA each filed a motion to be excused from the hearing.

12. On May 10, 2017, we vacated the prehearing conference scheduled for May 10, 2017, vacated the remaining filing requirements in the procedural schedule for this matter, and modified the start time for the hearing to begin at 10:00 a.m. on May 16, 2017.
  
C. Findings and Conclusions
13. We have reviewed the Motion and the settlement and order the following Settling Parties to offer a witness at the hearing:  Public Service, Staff, the OCC, CEO, EOC, and SWEEP.  Each of these parties may offer one witness who is familiar with the settlement and the issues in this Proceeding. 
14. Except for the six witnesses required to be offered at the hearing, all other witnesses who pre-filed testimony are excused.  Witnesses filing pre-filed testimony shall submit affidavits attesting that the statements contained in such testimony are true and accurate prior to hearing.

15. We find good cause to grant the motions to be excused from the hearing filed by WRA and CoSEIA.

16. We remind the parties that Decision No. C17-0237-I
 established certain procedures for the hearing, including instructions for the marking of hearing exhibits and for the presentation of evidence through the furnishing of a paper copy for the record in accordance with Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1501. Parties also are required to pre-mark their hearing exhibits corresponding to the pre-filed testimony and exhibits prior to the start of hearings and are advised that a court reporter will be available prior to the start of the first day of hearings for this purpose.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Public Service Company of Colorado, Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, the Colorado Energy Office, Energy Outreach Colorado, and the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project shall each offer a witness at the hearing commencing on May 16, 2017.

2. The Unopposed Motion for Leave to be Excused from the Hearings filed by Western Resource Advocates on May 9, 2017, is granted.

3. The Unopposed Motion for Leave to be Excused from the Hearings filed by the Colorado Solar Energy Industry Association on May 9, 2017, is granted.

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING
May 12, 2017.
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