Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C17-0376-I
PROCEEDING No. 17AL-0273E

C17-0376-IDecision No. C17-0376-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING17AL-0273E NO. 17AL-0273E
in the matter of ADVICE LETTER NO. 1742 – ELECTRIC FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO TO REVISE its earnings share adjustment (“ESA”).
Interim Decision granting MOTION 
FOR APPROVAL OF ALTERNATIVE FORM 
OF NOTICE AND FOR WAIVER OF RESPONSE TIME
Mailed Date:  
May 10, 2017
Adopted Date:  
May 10, 2017

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On April 28, 2017, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed a Motion for Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and for Waiver of Response Time (Motion) that applies to Public Service’s Advice Letter No. 1742-Electric. Through Advice Letter No. 1742-Electric, Public Service seeks to revise its Earnings Sharing Adjustment (ESA) in its Company’s Colorado P.U.C. No. 8 – Electric Tariff. These revisions would be effective August 1, 2017. 

2. The proposed change in Advice Letter No. 1742-Electric eliminates the negative 0.94 percent ESA currently in effect. Public Service asserts that the 2016 Earnings Test shows that the Company realized no earnings above the authorized return on equity threshold under the ESA. Further, Public Service asserts that a true-up of $1,880,029.00 is needed to reflect an 
over-refund to customers in 2014. The effect of Advice Letter No. 1742-Electric on the Company’s annual revenue would thus be an increase of $1,880,029.00. 

3. The impact to the bill of a typical residential customer using 627 kilowatt hours per month would be an increase of $0.49. The impact to a typical small commercial customer using 995 kWh per month would be an increase of $1.02. On an average annual basis, the typical residential customer would receive a monthly bill increase of $0.48, while a typical small commercial customer would receive a monthly bill increase of $0.72.

4. By its Motion, Public Service seeks authorization to use the following alternative forms of notice:

(a)
filing the change with the Commission and keeping the filing open for public inspection; and

(b)
publishing the legal notice attached to the Company’s Motion in The Denver Post. 

5. Public Service states that good cause exists for the alternative form of notice. Public Service claims that the cost of effectuating notice through individual mailings would be in excess of $300,000.00. Further, Public Service contends that the newspaper notice will provide the general public with required information regarding the proposed changes to the ESA and the estimated impact on average Residential and Commercial customers. Thus, Public Service asserts that the proposed alternative notice should be sufficient to alert affected and interested parties of the changes proposed by the Company in Advice Letter No. 1742-Electric. 

6. Pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., and 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1207(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, a utility may request to provide alternative forms of public notice of its advice letter filing proposing amendments to its tariffs. We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to its stakeholders and its general body of electric ratepayers. We therefore find good cause to grant the alternative form of notice as requested by Public Service. 

II. Order
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and for Waiver of Response Time (Motion) filed on April 28, 2017, by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) requesting approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to Public Service’s Advice Letter No. 1742-Electric is granted.

2. Response time to the Motion is waived. 

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
May 10, 2017.
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