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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On March 21, 2017, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application seeking a Commission decision authorizing it, without a formal hearing and on less-than-statutory notice, to lower the Service and Facility (S&F) charge for the Company’s Residential Demand-Time Differentiated Rates Service (Schedule RD-TDR) and the Residential Energy Time-of-Use Service (Schedule RE-TOU) and to place into effect on April 1, 2017, tariffs to accomplish such rate reductions (Application).  

2. This Decision grants the Application and directs Public Service to make a compliance tariff filing to implement the reduction in the S&F charges.  We also grant the Company’s Motion for Alternative Form of Notice (Motion), as discussed below.

B. Discussion

3. Public Service seeks to revise the Schedules RD-TDR and RD-TOU set forth on Tariff Sheet Nos. 32 and 33, effective April 1, 2017, to the same level as the Residential General Service S&F charge currently in effect, or from $8.75 per month to $5.39 per month. Public Service further requests that the Commission approve the revisions to Schedules RD-TDR and RE-TOU to take effect April 1, 2017, without hearing.

4. Public Service explains that the proposed reduction of the S&F charges is intended to mitigate, in part, self-selection bias among voluntary participants in the associated rate pilot and trial programs.  The Company states that the proposed tariff changes are expected to reduce Public Service’s annual revenues by approximately $300,000 in 2017, $700,000 in 2018, and $950,000 in 2019.
5. The proposed tariffs reflecting the reduction in the S&F charges are attached to the Application as Exhibit No. 1.
6. Public Service requests that the Commission authorize the tariff changes on 
less-than-statutory-notice pursuant to §§ 40-3-104(1)(c)(III) and 40-3-104(2), C.R.S., Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3109(b)(II) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities.
7. In the Motion, Public Service seeks authorization to use the following alternative forms of notice:

(a)
filing the change with the Commission, and keeping the filing open for public inspection;

(b)
Publishing a legal notice in The Denver Post, attached to the Application; and

(c) 
Serving electronically a copy of the Application filing on all parties in Proceeding No. 16AL-0048E, the Company’s most recent Phase II Electric Rate Case.
8. Public Service states that it seeks approval of alternative notice in order to avoid incurring the expense that is entailed in the other forms of statutory notice.  The Company estimates the cost of effectuating notice through individual mailings to be in excess of $300,000.  

9. Public Service states that good cause exists for the alternative form of notice, as the newspaper notice will provide to the general public required information regarding the proposed changes to the Company’s tariffs and the estimated impact on the residential customers taking service under Schedules RD-TDR and RE-TOU.  

10. Public Service also seeks a waiver of response time to the Motion.

C. Findings and Conclusions
11. The Application contains all of the information required by Commission Rules and is therefore deemed complete.
12. We find good cause to allow the proposed revisions to Schedules RD-TDR and RE-TOU as set forth in the proposed tariffs attached to this Decision as Appendix A to take effect on less-than-statutory notice.  Public Service shall file the new tariffs complying with this Decision on less than one business day’s notice to permit the new tariffs to go into effect on April 1, 2017.  

13. With respect to the Motion, a utility may request to provide alternative forms 
of public notice of its advice letter filing proposing amendments to its tariffs pursuant to 
§ 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., and 4 CCR 723-1-1207(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable and find good cause to grant the alternative form of notice as requested by Public Service.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for Approval of Revisions to the Residential Demand-Time Differentiated Rates Service Schedule and the Residential Energy Time-Of-Use Service Schedule to be Effective April 1, 2017, on Less than Statutory Notice (Application) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on March 21, 2017 is deemed complete.

2. The Application is granted.

3. Public Service shall file a new advice letter and tariff on not less than one business day’s notice.  The advice letter and tariff shall be filed as a new advice letter proceeding and shall comply with all applicable rules.  The advice letter and tariff must comply in all substantive respects to this Decision in order to be filed as a compliance filing on shortened notice. These tariffs shall be effective for actual electricity sales on or after their effective date of April 1, 2017.
4. The Motion for Alternative Form of Notice (Motion) filed by Public Service on March 21, 2017 is granted.

5. Response time to the Motion is waived.
6. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision.
7. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 29, 2017.
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