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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an application (Application) filed by McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, LLC and Windstream NuVox, LLC (Windstream) to discontinue local exchange and digital subscriber line services (services) within specific areas of Colorado with a proposed effective date of January 19, 2017, pursuant to Rule 2108(g) of the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2.  

2. Windstream, due to end of life equipment, plans to discontinue the offering of local exchange and digital subscriber line services to residential and small business customers only in specific areas of Colorado.   

3. Windstream has effective tariffs on file with the Commission.

4. The filing represents that there are approximately nine Colorado customers and one reseller customer that will be impacted by the discontinuance of services. The 60-day Notice states that affected customers are able to obtain alternative services from another provider.

5. This discontinuance of service will not affect the modification of the applicable tariff or price list on file with the Commission as Windstream will continue to provide services as allowed under its current certifications in other areas of Colorado.

6. In compliance with Rule 2108(g), 4 CCR 723-2, Windstream provided notice to all affected customers at least 60 days in advance of the discontinuance date.  The filing includes a sample notification to customers informing them of their option to select another provider along with information related to the discontinuance of service by Windstream.  Windstream also filed an affidavit attesting to the fact that customer notice was timely sent to all customers affected by the discontinuance of service, in accordance with Rule 2108(e), 4 CCR 723-2.
7. A copy of Windstream’s application filed at the Federal Communications Commission under 47 U.S.C. § 63.71 to discontinue the services was attached to its Application.
B. Findings and Conclusion

8. We have reviewed the contents of the filing submitted by Windstream and answers to Commission Staff’s additional questions.  The impacted equipment is the Copper Mountain Digital Subscriber Line Access Multiplexer which is no longer serviced by the manufacturer.  Windstream will not be replacing the equipment because it is cost prohibitive after taking into account the current number of customers it is serving including any new customers it might obtain.  

9. Windstream’s nine end user customer’s locations are located in Aurora, Commerce City, Denver, Fort Collins, Greeley, Loveland, and Westminster.  The reseller customer has service offerings in the Arvada, Aurora, Boulder, Broomfield, Colorado Springs, Commerce City, Denver, Englewood, Greeley, and Westminster areas.  

10. A total number of 26 connections, including Windstream’s end users as well as the identified connections of its reseller, will be discontinued.  Windstream is working directly with the reseller customer to provide a smooth transition for its customers.

11. Pursuant to § 40-15-401(IV)(C), C.R.S., after July 1, 2016, the Commission retains jurisdiction to prohibit providers from discontinuing basic service “throughout each geographic area for which the commission provides high cost support mechanism [HCSM] distributions for basic service….” 

12. Currently, of the areas affected in the Application, only Loveland and Fort Collins exchanges receive HCSM support. 

13. The Application is deemed complete.  The Application is notice to the Commission that Windstream is discontinuing service in the identified areas.  

14. The Application complies with current Commission rules, including Rule 2108.  To the extent the Commission retains jurisdiction to approve discontinuation of service in the proposed areas, namely Loveland and Fort Collins, we grant the Application.
  Commission approval is not required to discontinue service in areas where no HCSM funding is provided. 

II. Order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed by McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, LLC 
and Windstream NuVox, LLC to discontinue the provisioning of local exchange and digital subscriber line services as identified in its Application is deemed complete and granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Decision.

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
January 4, 2017.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners

CHAIRMAN JOSHUA B. EPEL RESIGNED EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2017.




� Commission jurisdiction, including regulatory authority in areas that receive HCSM funding after July 1, 2016, and revision of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, 4 CCR 723-2 is being considered currently in Proceeding No. 16R-0453T.  
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