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PROCEEDING NO. 15M-0853E  
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PROCEEDING NO. 15M-0856E  

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO SENATE 
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TRANSMISSION PLANNING REPORT.  

interim DECISION of 
ADMINISTRATIVE law Judge 
mana l. jennings-fader 
VACATING nOVEMBER 29 AND 30, 2016 
HEARING; SCHEDULING DECEMBER 6, 2016 
EVIDENTIARY HEARING; AND 
MODIFYING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE  
Mailed Date:  November 22, 2016  
I. STATEMENT  

1. The procedural history of Proceedings No. 15M-0853E, No. 15M-0856E, and No. 16M-0063E, is contained in Interim Decisions previously issued in each case.  The procedural history is repeated here as necessary to put the instant Interim Decision in context.  

2. On October 30, 2015, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company (Black Hills) filed its 2015 Senate Bill 07-100 Report - Designation of Energy Resource Zones and Transmission Expansion Plan (Black Hills Report).  Black Hills made the filing pursuant to 
§ 40-2-126(2), C.R.S.  That filing commenced Proceeding No. 15M-0853E.  

3. On October 30, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service 
or PSCo) filed its 2015 Senate Bill 07-100 Designation of Energy Resource Zones and Transmission Planning Report (PSCo Report).  Public Service made the filing pursuant to 
§ 40-2-126(2), C.R.S.  That filing commenced Proceeding No. 15M-0856E.  

4. On February 1, 2016, Black Hills, Public Service, and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) (collectively, Utilities), jointly filed:  (a) a 10-Year Transmission Plan for the State of Colorado to Comply with Rule [4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-]3627
 (10-Year Plan); and (b) a 20-Year Conceptual Scenario Report for the State of Colorado to Comply with Rule [4 CCR 723-3-]3627 (20-Year Report) (collectively, Joint Reports).  These filings commenced Proceeding No. 16M-0063E.  

5. On February 25, 2016, by Decision No. C16-0143-I, the Commission:  (a) consolidated Proceedings No. 15M-0853E, No. 15M-0856E, and No. 16M-0063E (collectively, Consolidated Transmission Proceedings); (b) established a schedule for the filing of comments on the Black Hills Report, the PSCo Report, and the Joint Reports (collectively, Transmission Reports); and (c) referred the Consolidated Transmission Proceedings to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for resolution.  
6. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Interwest Energy Alliance (Interwest) each filed initial comments.  The Utilities jointly filed reply comments.  

7. On July 13, 2016, by Decision No. R16-0647-I, the ALJ scheduled an August 4, 2016 workshop to discuss the Transmission Reports and the issues raised in the comments.  The ALJ convened the workshop as scheduled.  As discussed in Decision No. R16-0733-I,
 no workshop discussion was held.  

8. The following were made Parties, intervened as of right, or were granted leave to intervene in the Consolidated Transmission Proceedings:  Black Hills; Colorado Energy Office (CEO); Colorado Independent Energy Association (CIEA); Interwest; OCC; Public Service; 
Tri-State; Trial Advocacy Staff of the Commission (Staff); and Western Resource Advocates (WRA).  

9. Black Hills, CIEA, CEO, Interwest, OCC, Public Service, Staff, Tri-State, and WRA, collectively, are the Parties.  Each individually is a Party.  Each Party is represented by legal counsel in these Consolidated Transmission Proceedings.  

10. On October 21, 2016, by Decision No. R16-0978-I, the ALJ scheduled a November 29 and 30, 2016 evidentiary hearing and a procedural schedule in the Consolidated Transmission Proceedings.  
11. On November 17, 2016, counsel for Public Service informed the ALJ that an unavoidable and unforeseen scheduling conflict had arisen:  on the evening of November 16, 2016, counsel for Public Service was subpoenaed to appear as a witness in a trial scheduled for November 28 and 29, 2016.  Counsel had no notice that he would be subpoenaed as a witness.  On November 21, 2016, counsel for Public Service informed the ALJ that the scheduling conflict could not be resolved.  

12. On November 22, 2016, by electronic mail, counsel for Public Service informed the ALJ that, in view of the scheduling conflict, the Parties agreed to vacate the November 29 and 30, 2016 evidentiary hearing; to propose an evidentiary hearing date of December 6, 2016; and to propose modifications to the established procedural schedule.  

13. Based on the representations and the unanticipated, unavoidable scheduling conflict, the ALJ will vacate the November 29 and 30, 2016 evidentiary hearing; will schedule the evidentiary hearing for December 6, 2016; and will modify the procedural schedule established in Decision No. R16-0978-I as follows:  (a) not later than noon on December 2, 2016, Utilities will file response (or rebuttal) testimony and attachments; and (b) not later than January 11, 2017, each Party will file its post-hearing statement of position, to which (absent further order) no response will be permitted.  
14. Except as modified by this Interim Decision, Decision No. R16-0978-I will govern these Consolidated Transmission Proceedings.  
II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The evidentiary hearing in these Consolidated Transmission Proceedings scheduled for November 29 and 30, 2016 is vacated.  

2. The evidentiary hearing in these Consolidated Transmission Proceedings is scheduled for the following date, at the following time, and in the following location:  

DATE:
December 6, 2016  

TIME:
9:00 a.m.  
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  

3. Consistent with the discussion above, the procedural schedule adopted in Decision No. R16-0978-I is modified as follows :  (a) not later than noon on December 2, 2016, the Utilities shall file response (or rebuttal) testimony and attachments; and (b) not later than January 11, 2017, each Party shall file its post-hearing statement of position, to which (absent further order) no response will be permitted.  

4. Except as modified by this Interim Decision, Decision No. R16-0978-I governs these Consolidated Transmission Proceedings  

5. The Parties are held to the advisements contained in the Interim Decisions issued in these Consolidated Transmission Proceedings and to the requirements contained in this Interim Decision and Decision No. R16-0978-I.  

6. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  This Rule is found in the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, Part 3 of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723.  


�  That Interim Decision was issued on August 8, 2016 in the Consolidated Transmission Proceedings.  
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