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I. STATEMENT
1. The undersigned Hearing Commissioner held a workshop on September 27, 2016, for participants to discuss the issues raised in the comments, reply comments, and the revised proposed rules attached to Decision No. R16-0873-I, issued September 22, 2016.  The exchange of information was productive, resulting in the identification of certain areas of agreement and specific areas that required further discussion. 

2. At the workshop, the Hearing Commissioner identified rule language regarding Commission jurisdiction and applicability of rules, basic local exchange tariffing requirements, and voluntary operating authorities in lieu of Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCNs) or Letters of Registration (LORs) as three specific areas that may benefit from further discussion and requested that the parties organize themselves into working groups to work toward consensus language and provide joint comments and suggested redline rule changes by October 14, 2016.  

3. On October 14, 2016, Comcast Phone of Colorado, LLC, in consultation 
with Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff); Qwest Corporation, doing 
business as CenturyLink QC (CenturyLink); CTIA; AT&T Corp. (AT&T); the Colorado Telecommunications Association (CTA); Level 3 Communications, Inc.; Eschelon Telecom of Colorado Inc., doing business as Integra Telecom (Integra); and Charter Communications, collectively the Jurisdictional Language Group, filed a status report and request for modification of procedural schedule indicating that although progress had been made at a conceptual level, more time will be required to reach consensus language on a section by section basis. To enable further discussion on the matter, the Jurisdictional Language Group requests that the hearing currently scheduled for October 27, 2016 be converted to an all-day workshop, a notice of hearing on the proposed rules be issued by November 10, 2016, and the hearing be rescheduled to a mutually acceptable date at least 20 days after the notice of hearing is issued.

4. CenturyLink, in its comments filed on October 14, 2016 indicates that it met with the CTA and Staff to discuss revisions to certain rules regarding eliminating tariffing obligations. CenturyLink states that its proposed rule revisions, attached to its comments filing, are a “work in progress” subject to further changes based on discussions with Staff and other interested stakeholders.  CenturyLink also filed in support of the Jurisdictional Language Group’s request for a modification of the procedural schedule to allow sufficient time to come to an agreement on proposed language and redlines for both the jurisdictional language as well as the tariffing alternative. 

5. On October 14, 2016, AT&T, CTA, Integra, ExteNet Systems, Inc., Level 3, Communications, Inc., and McLeod USA Telecommunications Services LLC, filed joint comments specifically addressing two issues:  (1) how the new rules should address existing CPCNs and LORs held by entities which are providers of deregulated services under 
§ 40-15-401 Part 4, C.R.S.; and, (2) whether and how the new rules should allow such providers to voluntarily obtain a certificate of operating authority from the Commission. 

6. The undersigned Hearing Commissioner appreciates the work that has been done and progress made by the participants to date and agrees that modification of the current procedural schedule, including the scheduling of another workshop, allows the participants an opportunity to continue to work to reach consensus and is a prudent way to proceed.

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:
1. The Request filed by Comcast Phone of Colorado, LLC is granted and response time is waived. 

2. The hearing scheduled for October 27, 2016 will be continued to December 6, 2016.

3. The Hearing Commissioner, with the assistance of Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission will hold a workshop for the participants to continue discussion regarding jurisdictional language, applicability of rules, and tariff alternatives.  The workshop is scheduled  as follows: 
DATE:

October 27, 2016

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 

Denver, Colorado
4. Any further comments and redlines of rules reflecting the results of discussions in the October 27, 2016 workshop and any other suggestions not already submitted, shall be filed by November 9, 2016. The Hearing Commissioner will issue a final version of the revised proposed rules in this proceeding on November 22, 2016. 

5. The Hearing Commissioner will conduct a public comment hearing on the final revised proposed rules and related issues as follows:

DATE:  
December 6, 2016

TIME:  
9:00 a.m.

PLACE: 
Commission Hearing Room A

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado
6. Comments may be filed in this rulemaking proceeding using the Commission’s 
E-Filing System at http://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.homepage.

7. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                            Hearing Commissioner
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