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I. STATEMENT  
1. On July 13, 2016, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service, or Applicant), filed a Verified Application that seeks Commission approval of the implementation of a revenue decoupling mechanism that adjusts future base rate revenues for the period June 1, 2018 through May 31, 2023, in order to remove the economic incentives and disincentives associated with the Applicant’s recovery of fixed costs through the energy component of its electric base rates.  That filing commenced this proceeding.  

2. On July 14, 2016, the Commission issued its Notice of Application Filed (Notice).  That Notice established an intervention period, which expired on August 15, 2016.   
3. On July 22, 2016 Southwest Energy Efficiency Project (SWEEP) timely filed its Petition for Leave to Intervene.  SWEEP is a non-profit public interest group that works to advance energy efficiency.  SWEEP contends it should be granted an intervention and describes how the subject matter of this proceeding will directly affect the pecuniary or other tangible interests of SWEEP, and those it represents.

4. On August 4, 2016, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance, and Request for Hearing.  The OCC is an intervenor as of right and a party in this proceeding. The OCC listed a series of issues they wish to investigate. 

5. On August 10, 2016, the Colorado Energy Office (CEO) timely filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right. The CEO is an intervenor as of right and a party in this proceeding

6. On August 10, 2016, Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) timely filed (its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a) and Rule 1403(b), and Request for Hearing.   The intervention is of right, and Staff is a party in this matter.  Staff is represented by counsel.  

7. On August 12, 2016, the City of Boulder (Boulder) timely filed its Petition for Leave to Intervene. Boulder states that it is a regularly created, established, organized, and existing home rule city and municipal corporation. Boulder contends it should be granted an intervention and describes how the subject matter of this proceeding will directly affect the pecuniary or other tangible interests of Boulder, and those it represents.

8. On August 12, 2016, the City and County of Denver (Denver) timely filed its Motion to Intervene. Denver states it is a legally and regularly created, established, organized and existing home rule city and county, municipal corporation, and political subdivision. Denver contends it should be granted an intervention and describes how the subject matter of this proceeding will directly affect the pecuniary or other tangible interests of Denver, and those it represents.

9. On August 15, 2016, Vote Solar filed its Motion to Intervene. Vote Solar 
states it is a non-profit organization working to foster economic opportunity, promote energy independence, and fight climate change.  Vote Solar contends it should be granted an intervention and describes how the subject matter of this proceeding will directly affect the pecuniary or other tangible interests of Vote Solar, and those it represents.
10. On August 15, 2016, the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association (COSEIA) filed its Petition for Leave to Intervene. COSEIA is a non-profit trade association which serves energy professionals, solar companies, and renewable energy users. COSEIA contends it should be granted an intervention and describes how the subject matter of this proceeding will directly affect the pecuniary or other tangible interests of COSEIA, and those it represent.

11. On August 15, 2016, Western Resource Advocates (WRA) filed its Motion for Leave to Intervene. WRA states that the above captioned proceeding impacts WRA’s substantial, tangible interest in reducing the environmental impact from electricity generation and will directly impact the tangible interests WRA works to protect. 
12. On August 15, 2016, Energy Outreach Colorado (EOC) filed its Motion to Intervene and Entry of Appearance. The EOC states that it is a Colorado non-profit with the mission to ensure low-income Colorado households meet their home energy needs. 
The EOC contends it should be granted an intervention and describes how the subject matter of this proceeding will directly affect the pecuniary or other tangible interests of EOC, and those it represents.
13. On August 15, 2016, the Energy Freedom Coalition of America (EFCA) filed its Motion to Intervene, Request for Hearing, Entry of Appearance and Response to Notice of Intent. EFCA is a national advocacy group that promotes the use of distributed energy resources. The EFCA contends it should be granted an intervention and describes how the subject matter of this proceeding will directly affect the pecuniary or other tangible interests of the EFCA, and those it represent.

14. On September 7, 2016, by minute order, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).    

A. Time for Commission Decision.  

15. On September 7, 2016, the Commission deemed the Application complete.

16. When it filed the Application, Public Service filed its direct testimony and exhibits in support of the Application.  Absent an Order enlarging the time for Commission decision, § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S., provides that the Commission decision in this matter should issue within 120 days of the date on which the Application is deemed complete.  
17.  The ALJ finds that additional time for Commission decision is required in this matter.  Accordingly and pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S., the ALJ will extend the time for Commission decision in this matter an additional 90 days.  Thus, absent a further enlargement of time by the Commission
 or Applicant’s waiver of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., a Commission decision on the Application should issue on or before March 28, 2017.   

B. Interventions
18. Public Service has not filed an objection to any intervention. 
19. The Staff, the OCC, and the EOC are intervenors by right and parties to the above captioned proceeding.

20. Under Rule 1401(c) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, SWEEP, Boulder, Denver, EOC, Vote Solar, WRA, COSEIA and EFCA have demonstrated the proceeding will substantially affect its pecuniary or tangible interests and that the movant is not otherwise adequately represented by parties to the proceeding.

21. The interventions of SWEEP, Boulder, Denver, EOC, Vote Solar, WRA, COSEIA, and EFCA are granted and they are parties in the above captioned proceeding.
C. Prehearing Conference

22. A prehearing conference is necessary to discuss the matters identified below and to establish a procedural schedule and hearing dates in this matter.  The ALJ will schedule a prehearing conference in this matter for September 26, 2016.  

23. At the prehearing conference, the Parties must be prepared to discuss:  (a) the date by which the Intervenors will file their answer testimony and exhibits; (b) the date by which Applicant will file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (c) the date by which each party will file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (d) the date by which each party will file its prehearing motions;
 (e) whether a final prehearing conference is necessary and, if it is, the date for that prehearing conference; (f) the date by which the Parties will file any stipulation or settlement reached;
 (g) dates for the evidentiary hearing; and (h) the date by which each party will file its post-hearing statement of position, to which no response will be permitted.  

24. At the prehearing conference, the Parties must be prepared to discuss any matter pertaining to discovery if the procedures and timeframes contained in Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1405 are not sufficient.  

25. At the prehearing conference, the Parties must be prepared to discuss service of filings and of discovery requests and responses.  

26. At the prehearing conference, the Parties must be prepared to discuss any matter pertaining to the treatment of information claimed to be confidential if the procedures and timeframes contained in Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1100 are not adequate.  This discussion will include the treatment of information for which extraordinary protection may be sought.  

27. At the prehearing conference, a party may raise any additional issue.  

28. The ALJ expects the Parties to come to the prehearing conference with proposed dates for the procedural schedule and evidentiary hearing.  The Parties must consult prior to the prehearing conference with respect to the matters to be discussed at the prehearing conference.  The ALJ encourages the Parties to present, if possible, a procedural schedule and hearing dates that are satisfactory to all Parties.  
29. If the Parties reach agreement on a procedural schedule, they may file the proposed procedural schedule and a motion to vacate the prehearing conference prior to the prehearing conference. 

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S., the time for Commission decision in this matter is extended to and including March 28, 2017.  
2. The Interventions of, Southwest Energy Efficiency Project, the City of Boulder, the City and County of Denver, Energy Outreach Colorado, Vote Solar, Western Resource Advocates, the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association, and the Energy Freedom Coalition of America are granted.  

3. A prehearing conference in this matter is scheduled as follows:  

DATE:
September 26, 2016  

TIME:
9:30 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  

4. The matters identified above will be discussed at the prehearing conference.  Parties attending the prehearing conference must be prepared to discuss the matters identified above and must have authority to agree to a procedural schedule and evidentiary hearing dates.  

5. The prehearing conference may be vacated in the event the Parties file a motion that comports with ¶ 29, above.  

6. The Parties shall be held to the advisements in this Decision.  
7. This Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� Section 40-6-109.5(4), C.R.S., allows the Commission to extend the time for decision an additional 90 days upon a finding of extraordinary circumstances.  


� This date must be at least seven days before the final prehearing conference or, if there is no final prehearing conference, must be at least ten days before commencement of the hearing.  


�  This date must be at least five business days before the first day of hearing.  
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