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I. STATEMENT

1. On 
January 25, 2016, Public Service Company of Colorado
 (Public Service) filed Advice Letter No. 1712-Electric with tariff sheets and supporting testimony as a Phase II Rate Case proceeding
.

2. The procedural history of this proceeding is provided in previous decisions.

3. On July 11, 2016, Public Service filed a Motion to Extend the Filing Date of Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony and Expedited Response Time (Motion).  The Motion requested changes to the procedural schedule set forth in Decision No. R16-0334-I.  Public Service requested a one-week extension in the filing deadline for rebuttal and cross-answer testimony to July 22, 2016.  The Motion requested to shorten the evidentiary hearing to seven days and to begin the hearing on August 15, 2016.
  
4. On July 14, 2016, by Decision No. R16-0661-I, the Motion was granted and the deadline for the filing of rebuttal and cross-answer testimony was extended to July 22, 2016 and the evidentiary hearing was shortened to seven days and was to begin on August 15, 2016. 
5. On July 20, 2016, Public Service, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission; City of Boulder; City and County of Denver; Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, LP, doing business as Evraz Rocky Mountain Steel; Colorado Communications and Utility Alliance; Colorado Energy Consumers; Colorado Energy Office, Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association; Energy Outreach Colorado; Solar Energy Industries Association, Inc.; Sunrun, Inc.; Vote Solar; Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and Sam’s West, Inc.; and Western Resource Advocates (together, the Joint Movants) filed their Joint Motion to Vacate the Remaining Procedural Schedule and Waive Response Time (Joint Motion). 
6. In support of the Joint Motion, the Joint Movants stated that they have entered into discussion about a settlement agreement that would resolve the issues in the instant proceeding as well as Proceeding Nos. 16A-0055E (the Solar*Connect proceeding) and 
16A-0139E (the Renewable Energy Compliance Plan proceeding).  The Joint Movants argued that vacating the remaining procedural schedule is necessary to provide more time to explore whether settlement is possible.

7. The Joint Movants stated they conferred with the parties to this proceeding pursuant to Rule 1400(a), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. Vail Summit Resorts Inc., SunShare, LLC, and Southwest Energy Efficiency Project do not object or oppose the Joint Motion.  Energy Freedom Coalition of America took no position on the Joint Motion. 

8. The Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) opposed the Joint Motion. The OCC stated it was necessary for the OCC to view the rebuttal testimony of Public Service and all cross-answer testimony of Intervenors to fully enter into any settlement negotiations.

9. On July 22, 2016, by Decision No. R16-0693-I, the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) did not grant the Joint Motion, but extended the time to file rebuttal testimony and cross-answer testimony until July 29, 2016. The undersigned ALJ also encouraged Public Service to file a Second Amended Advice Letter with an effective date of August 4, 2016 or later to allow additional time for a Commission decision.  If this Second Amended Advice Letter was filed prior to July 29, 2016, the parties were encouraged to renew their Joint Motion to Vacate the Remaining Procedural Schedule.

10. On July 26, 2016, Pubic Service filed its Second Amended Advice Letter with an effective date of August 4, 2016. 

11. On July 27, 2016, the Joint Movants filed their Joint Second Motion to Vacate the Remaining Procedural Schedule and Waive Response Time (Second Joint Motion). 

12. The Joint Movants stated they conferred with the parties to this proceeding pursuant to Rule 1400(a), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. Vail Summit Resorts Inc., SunShare, LLC, and Southwest Energy Efficiency Project do not object or oppose the Joint Motion.  Energy Freedom Coalition of America took no position on the Second Joint Motion.

13. The OCC opposes the Second Joint Motion. The OCC states it is necessary for the OCC to view the rebuttal testimony of Public Service and all cross-answer testimony of Intervenors to fully enter into any settlement negotiations. In the alternative, the OCC requests that certain dates be set for the filing for rebuttal and cross-answer testimony and that those dates be set at least three days prior to the filing of any full or partial Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, or that such testimony be filed no later than August 30, 2016.
14. The undersigned ALJ does not find the position of the OCC persuasive.

15. Good cause is found to grant the Second Joint Motion.

16. To address concerns of the OCC, to ensure enough time for a Commission decision and as a precaution if the settlement talks do not result in a resolution of the above captioned proceeding, a prehearing conference shall be scheduled. 

17. If a settlement agreement is filed prior to the date of the prehearing conference the undersigned ALJ shall sua sponte vacate the prehearing conference.  

18. The prehearing conference may also be vacated if the parties file a proposed procedural schedule prior to the prehearing conference.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. The Joint Second Motion to Vacate the Remaining Procedural Schedule and Waive Response Time filed by Public Service Company of Colorado; Staff of the Public Utilities Commission; City of Boulder; City and County of Denver; Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, LP, doing business as Evraz Rocky Mountain Steel; Colorado Communications and Utility Alliance; Colorado Energy Consumers; Colorado Energy Office, Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association; Energy Outreach Colorado; Solar Energy Industries Association, Inc.; Sunrun, Inc.; Vote Solar; Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and Sam’s West, Inc.; and Western Resource Advocates is granted. 

2. The remaining procedural schedule in the above captioned proceeding is vacated.

3. The evidentiary hearing in this proceeding scheduled from August 15, 2016 through August 23, 2016 is vacated.

4. A prehearing conference is scheduled in this matter as follows:

DATE:
August 18, 2016

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room

Colorado Public Utilities Commission

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado

5. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� See Decision Nos. C16-0135 issued February 22, 2016 and R16-0334-I issued April 19, 2016.


� Pursuant to the procedural schedule in Decision No. R16-0334-I, the evidentiary hearing is scheduled to begin on August 10, 2016. 
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