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I. STATEMENT  
1. The procedural history of this Proceeding is set out in previous Interim Decisions issued in this matter.  The procedural history is repeated here as necessary to put this Interim Decision in context.  

2. On January 27, 2016, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service, PSCo, or Company) filed a Verified Application for Approval of its Solar*Connect Program (Application).  The direct testimony and attachments of four witnesses in support of the Application accompanied the Application.  

3. On January 28, 2016, the Commission issued its Notice of Application Filed (Notice) in this Proceeding.  That Notice established an intervention period, which has expired.  

4. The following intervened as of right or were granted permission to intervene:  City of Boulder (Boulder); Colorado Energy Office (CEO); Colorado Independent Energy Association (CIEA); Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC); Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association (COSEIA); Energy Freedom Coalition of America (EFCA); Interwest Energy Alliance (Interwest); Litigation Staff of the Commission (Staff); NextEra Energy Resources, LLC (NextEra); Sam’s West, Inc. (Sam’s West); Solar Energy Industries Association, Inc. (SEIA); SunShare LLC (SunShare); Vote Solar; Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.; and Western Resource Advocates (WRA).  
5. Boulder, CEO, CIEA, COSEIA, EFCA, Interwest, NextEra, OCC, SEIA, Staff, SunShare, Vote Solar, Wal-Mart,
 and WRA, collectively, are the Intervenors; each individually is an Intervenor.  Applicant and Intervenors, collectively, are the Parties; each individually is a Party.  Each Party is represented by legal counsel in this Proceeding.  
6. On March 9, 2016, by Minute Order, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  

7. On April 12, 2016, by Decision No. R16-0318-I, the ALJ scheduled a July 18 through 22, 2016 evidentiary hearing and established the procedural schedule in this Proceeding.  
8. In accordance with the procedural schedule, intervenors filed answer testimony and attachments; Applicant filed rebuttal testimony and attachments; and intervenors filed 
cross-answer testimony and attachments.  

9. On July 12, 2016, Applicant filed (in one document) an Unopposed Motion to Vacate the Remaining Procedural Schedule [and to] Waive Response Time to this Motion and Notice of Waiver of the Statutory Decision Timeframe (July 12 Filing).  

A. Waiver of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.  

10. On March 9, 2016, by Minute Order, the Commission deemed the Application complete as of that date.  On March 21, 2016, Decision No. R16-0234-I extended the time for Commission decision in this Proceeding to October 5, 2016.  Decision No. R16-0318-I further extended the time for Commission decision in this Proceeding to January 3, 2017.  

11. In the Notice of Waiver of the Statutory Decision Timeframe, the Company “waive[s] its statutory right to a Commission Decision in this proceeding in the timeframes enumerated in §40-6-109.5, C.R.S.”  July 12 Filing at 4-5.  Consequently, there is no applicable statutory deadline by which the Commission should issue its decision in this Proceeding.  

B. Motion to Vacate.  

12. The Motion to Vacate the Remaining Procedural Schedule (Motion to Vacate) is unopposed.  Consequently, the ALJ finds that no Party will be prejudiced if response time to the Motion to Vacate is waived.  The ALJ will grant the Motion to Waive Response Time and will waive response time to the Motion to Vacate.  

13. In the July 12 Filing at 3-5, the Company explains the inter-related settlement discussions and efforts now taking place in three pending Proceedings:  (a) the instant Proceeding; (b) Proceeding No. 16AL-0048E (PSCo’s Phase II Electric Rate Case); and (c) Proceeding No. 16A-0139E (PSCo’s 2017-19 Renewable Energy Compliance Plan).  The goal of these discussions is to reach a comprehensive resolution of all three Proceedings.  To allow time for the discussion and negotiation to proceed, the Company requests that the ALJ vacate the remaining dates in the procedural schedule in this Proceeding.  

14. The Motion to Vacate states good cause and is unopposed, and no Party will be prejudiced if the Motion to Vacate is granted.  The ALJ finds that the relief sought (i.e., vacating the existing procedural schedule) includes vacating both the remaining filing dates in the procedural schedule and the July 18 through 22, 2016 evidentiary hearing.  The ALJ will grant the Motion to Vacate; will vacate the evidentiary hearing; and will vacate the remaining filing dates in the procedural schedule established in Decision No. R16-0318-I.  

15. Except as modified by this Interim Decision, Decision No. R16-0318-I remains in effect.  
C. Public Service to Make Filing.  

16. In the July 12 Filing at 5, the Company states:  

Given the unique nature of the multiple dockets involved, and the procedural complexities of the settlement contemplated, at this time the Company does 
not seek to establish a firm hearing date in the future for resolution of this Application.  In lieu of such a date being established, Public Service commits to file a “Status Update” on the negotiations within three (3) weeks or by August 2, 2016.  

17. The ALJ will order PSCo to make, not later than August 2, 2016, a filing that contains a status report on the settlement negotiations in Proceedings No. 16AL-0048E, No. 16A-0055E, and No. 16A-0139E.  

18. By electronic correspondence sent on July 13, 2016, the ALJ advised the Parties of the rulings on the Motion to Waive and the Motion to Vacate and advised them of the August 2, 2016 filing.  This Interim Decision memorializes those rulings.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Section 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., does not apply to this Proceeding.  

2. The Unopposed Motion to Vacate the Remaining Procedural Schedule is granted.  

3. The evidentiary hearing in this Proceeding scheduled for July 18 through 22, 2016 is vacated.  

4. The remaining filing dates contained in the procedural schedule adopted in Decision No. R16-0318-I are vacated.  

5. Except as modified by this Interim Decision, Decision No. R16-0318-I remains 
in effect.  

6. Consistent with the discussion above, not later than August 2, 2016, Applicant Public Service Company of Colorado shall make a filing that contains a status report on the settlement negotiations in Proceedings No. 16AL-0048E, No. 16A-0055E, and No. 16A-0139E.  

7. The Unopposed Motion to Waive Response Time is granted.  

8. Response time to the Motion to Vacate the Remaining Procedural Schedule 
is waived.  

9. The Parties are held to the advisements in the Interim Decisions issued in this Proceeding.  

10. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  Unless the context indicates otherwise, reference in this Interim Decision to Wal-Mart is a reference to both Sam’s West, Inc., and Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.  
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