Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R16-0647-I
PROCEEDING NoS. 16M-0063E, 15M-0853E, & 15M-0856E


Interim R16-0647-IDecision No. R16-0647-I  
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO  
PROCEEDING16M-0063E NO. 16M-0063E  
IN THE MATTER OF COMMISSION RULE 3627 RELATED TO ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION FACILITIES PLANNING, 4 CODE OF COLORADO 
REGULATIONS 723-3.  

PROCEEDING NO. 15M-0853E  

IN THE MATTER OF SENATE BILL 100 ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION REPORT 
FOR BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY LP.  
PROCEEDING NO. 15M-0856E  

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO SENATE 
BILL 07-100 DESIGNATION OF ENERGY RESOURCE ZONES AND 
TRANSMISSION PLANNING REPORT.  
interim DECISION of 
ADMINISTRATIVE law Judge 
mana l. jennings-fader 
SCHEDULING WORKSHOP  
Mailed Date:  July 13, 2016  
I. STATEMENT  

1. On October 30, 2015, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company (Black Hills) filed its 2015 Senate Bill 07-100 Report - Designation of Energy Resource Zones and Transmission Expansion Plan (Black Hills Report).  Black Hills made this filing pursuant to § 40-2-126(2), C.R.S.  That filing commenced Proceeding No. 15M-0853E.  

2. On October 30, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or PSCo) filed its 2015 Senate Bill 07-100 Designation of Energy Resource Zones and Transmission Planning Report (PSCo Report).  Public Service made this filing pursuant to 
§ 40-2-126(2), C.R.S.  That filing commenced Proceeding No. 15M-0856E.  

3. On February 1, 2016, Black Hills, Public Service, Black Hills, and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (collectively, Utilities), jointly filed:  
(a) a 10-Year Transmission Plan for the State of Colorado to Comply Rule [4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-]3627 (10-Year Plan);
 and (b) a 20-Year Conceptual Scenario Report for the State of Colorado to Comply with Rule [4 CCR 723-3-]3627 (20-Year Plan) (collectively, Joint Reports).  These filings commenced Proceeding No. 16M-0063E.  

4. On February 25, 2016, by Decision No. C16-0143-I, the Commission:  (a) consolidated Proceedings No. 15M-0853E, No. 15M-0856E, and No. 16M-0063E (collectively, Consolidated Proceedings); (b) established a schedule for the filing of comments on the Black Hills Report, the PSCo Report, and the Joint Reports (collectively, the Transmission Reports); and (c) referred the Consolidated Proceedings to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  
5. When it referred the Consolidated Proceedings, the Commission provided this guidance:  In accordance with Rules 4 CCR 723-3-3625 through 4 CCR 723-3-3627 (Transmission Planning Rules),  
the Commission issues a written decision regarding the Utilities’ compliance with these rules and the adequacy of the existing and planned transmission facilities in Colorado to meet the present and future energy needs in a reliable manner.  In this decision, the Commission may also provide further guidance to be used in the preparation of the Utilities’ next biennial filings.  

* * *  

We refer this matter to an [ALJ] for a Recommended Decision.  The ALJ shall review the filings, comments, and responses.  The ALJ shall schedule any workshops or hearings by a separate decision.  

Decision No. C16-0143-I at ¶¶ 10, 13.  

6. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel and Interwest Energy Alliance each filed initial comments.  The Utilities jointly filed reply comments.  These are the only filings made in this Consolidated Proceeding.  

7. The comments raise issues about the content of the Transmission Reports and about transmission planning in general.  By way of example and not by way of limitation, the Transmission Reports issues include:  (a) an apparent failure of the 10-Year Plan to include the information that Decision No. R14-0845
 at ¶¶ 10 and 12 requires the Utilities to provide in the 10-Year Plan under review in this Proceeding;
 (b) a concern that the costs of transmission projects may be understated in, or may be missing from, the reports; (c) a concern that the load forecasts have not been adjusted or updated appropriately; and (d) an apparent failure to include all transmission projects that meet the criteria in Rule 4 CCR 723-3-3627(a)(II).  By way of example and not by way of limitation, the general transmission planning issues include:  
(a) a concern that process or procedural changes are needed because transmission planning, applications for Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity for transmission projects, and transmission project development and construction continue to proceed at too slow a pace; and (b) a recommendation that, when determining the public need for a transmission project, the Commission should examine and consider additional elements or factors.  

8. To discuss the Transmission Reports and the issues raised in the filings, the ALJ will hold a workshop in this Proceeding on August 4, 2016.  The workshop participants must be prepared to discuss all issues raised in the comments and, if they wish to do so, may raise additional issues.  The workshop will be transcribed.  
II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. A workshop in this Proceeding is scheduled for the following date, at the following time, and in the following location:  
DATE:
August 4, 2016  
TIME:
1:00 p.m.  
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  

2. The workshop participants must be prepared to discuss the issues raised in the filings made in this Proceeding.  Workshop participants may raise additional issues for discussion.  

3. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  This Rule is found in the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, Part 3 of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723.  


�  This Decision was issued on July 18, 2014 in consolidated Proceedings No. 14M-0110E, �No. 13M-1167E, and No. 13M-1183E and became a final Commission Decision by operation of law.  


�  The ALJ is unclear whether this issue also includes the content of the PSCo Report and the content of the Black Hills Report.  
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