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I. STATEMENT  
1. On February 29, 2016, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed the above-captioned application with testimony supporting approval of the Company’s 2017-2019 Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Compliance Plan. 
2. The Commission gave notice of the application on March 1, 2016.
3. On March 25, 2016, Public Service filed a Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information seeking protection of what the Company contends is proprietary data provided by a third-party vendor on prices for on-site solar, and of the Company’s Strategist model output files used in the cost analyses of the 2017-2019 RES Compliance Plan.
4. On April 12, 2016, Public Service filed a Second Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information seeking protection for monthly historical customer and sales data by rate class, historical and forecasted weather data, economic, demographic, and price data that the Company used to develop the forecast of retail electric sales in the 
2017-2019 RES Compliance Plan.  
5. No response was filed to either motion.
6. By Decision No. C16-0369-I issued May 3, 2016, the Commission granted and denied several motions, required the filing of supplemental direct testimony at a date to be determined, and referred the proceeding to an administrative law judge.

7. The parties to the proceeding are:  the City of Boulder; the City and County of Denver; Interwest Energy Alliance; Western Resource Advocates; Climax Molybdenum Company; Energy Outreach Colorado; the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association; Energy Freedom Coalition of America; Sunrun, Inc.; Grid Alternatives, Inc.; SunShare, LLC; and Clean Energy Collective, LLC; the Colorado Energy Office; the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel; and the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission.

8. As stated in more detail in the first motion, Public Service requests extraordinary protection for two different categories of highly sensitive and Highly Confidential Information: (1) proprietary data provided by a third party vendor, GTM Research, and used by the Company in the calculation of the proposed incentives for our small Colorado Solar*Rewards program Option A; and (2) Public Service’s Strategist model output files used in the cost analyses to prepare the Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan.

9. As stated in more detail in the second motion, Public Service requests extraordinary protection of monthly historical and forecasted customer and sales data by rate class that is used with other information to forecast the Company’s retail electricity sales.

10. Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1101(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure establishes the procedure for seeking extraordinary protection beyond that afforded confidential information filed with the Commission.  
11. It is found that Public Service has demonstrated that highly confidential protections should be adopted.  Based upon good cause shown for the unopposed relief requested, the respective motions will be granted.

12. Public Service proposes extraordinary protections as to each type of highly confidential information.  The respective proposed protections are reasonable and will be adopted, as modified by this Decision. 
13. Pursuant to Rule 1100(h) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, the Commission, Commission Staff, and Commission counsel execute an annual nondisclosure agreement requiring the individual to maintain and to treat information to which the Commission has granted highly confidential protection pursuant to paragraph 1101(b) in accordance with the decision granting highly confidential protection.  After having signed, access will be provided to all information to which the Commission has granted highly confidential protection pursuant to paragraph 1101(b) and this Decision without further process.
14. Access is limited to the highly confidential information consistent with the extraordinary protections requested in the respective motions.  Counsel representing a party must execute and file the appropriate non-disclosure agreements filed by Public Service.  Subject matter experts must execute and file the appropriate non-disclosure agreements including the subject matter experts’ curriculum vitae.
II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Consistent with the discussion above, the Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information filed March 25, 2016, and the Second Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information filed April 12, 2016 are granted.  

2. The proprietary data provided to Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) by GTM Research that was used in the calculation of the proposed incentives for our small Colorado Solar*Rewards program Option A are highly confidential.  The following extraordinary protections are afforded to, and apply to access to, such information:

a.
Access to the Commission, Commission Staff, and Commission counsel is provided subject to the terms and conditions of the Attorney Nondisclosure Agreement and Subject Matter Expert Nondisclosure Agreement pursuant to the Nondisclosure agreement executed in accordance with Rule 1100(h).
b.
Access by employees of Western Resource Advocates (WRA), the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and the Colorado Energy Office (CEO) is provided subject to the terms and conditions of the Subject Matter Expert Nondisclosure Agreement included in Attachment A to the motion after such agreement is executed, served, and filed with the Commission.  

c.
Access by each attorney of record for WRA, OCC, and CEO is provided subject to the terms and conditions of the applicable Attorney Nondisclosure Agreement included in Attachment A to the motion after such agreement is executed, served, and filed with the Commission.
3. Monthly historical and forecasted customer and sales data by rate class that is used with other information to forecast the Company’s retail electricity sales are highly confidential.  The following extraordinary protections are afforded to, and apply to access to, such information:

a.
Access by the Commission, Commission Staff, and Commission counsel is provided subject to the terms and conditions of the Attorney Nondisclosure Agreement and Subject Matter Expert Nondisclosure Agreement pursuant to the Nondisclosure agreement executed in accordance with Rule 1100(h).
b.
Access by employees of the OCC is provided subject to the terms and conditions of the Subject Matter Expert Nondisclosure Agreement included in Attachment A to the motion after such agreement is executed, served, and filed with the Commission.  

c.
Access by each attorney of record for the OCC is provided subject to the terms and conditions of the applicable Attorney Nondisclosure Agreement included in Attachment A to the motion after such agreement is executed, served, and filed with the Commission.
4. Public Service’s Strategist model output files used in the cost analyses to prepare the Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan are highly confidential.  The following extraordinary protections are afforded to, and apply to access to, such information:

a.
Access by the Commission, Commission Staff, and Commission counsel is provided subject to the terms and conditions of the Attorney Nondisclosure Agreement and Subject Matter Expert Nondisclosure Agreement pursuant to the Nondisclosure agreement executed in accordance with Rule 1100(h).
b.
Access by employees of an intervenor not intending to submit bids in response to Public Service’s Request for Proposals for renewable resources  is provided subject to the terms and conditions of the Subject Matter Expert Nondisclosure Agreement included in Attachment A to the motion after such agreement is executed, served, and filed with the Commission.
 

c.
Access by each attorney of record for WRA, OCC, and CEO is provided subject to the terms and conditions of the applicable Attorney Nondisclosure Agreement included in Attachment A to the motion after such agreement is executed, served, and filed with the Commission.
5. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� Execution of the Nondisclosure Agreement is a representation by such individual that the intervenor does not intend to submit bids in response to Public Service’s Request for Proposals for renewable resources.
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