Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R16-0119-I
PROCEEDING No. 15A-0613R

R16-0119-IDecision No. R16-0119-I  
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO  
PROCEEDING15A-0613R NO. 15A-0613R  
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE CITY OF AURORA FOR AUTHORITY TO ALTER AN EXISTING CROSSING, proceeding NUMBER 14A-0282R, DECISION NUMBER C14-0516, NEAR THE INTERSECTION OF EAST 2ND AVENUE AND ABILENE STREET IN THE CITY OF AURORA, ARAPAHOE COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO.  
interim decision of 
administrative law judge 
mana l. jennings-fader 
scheduling status conference  
Mailed Date:  February 11, 2016  
I. statement  
1. The procedural history of this Proceeding is set out in Interim Decisions previously issued in this matter.  The procedural history is repeated here to place this Interim Decision in context.  

2. On July 16, 2015, the Regional Transportation District (Applicant) filed an Application that requested authority to alter an existing crossing of the Highline Canal Trail at the intersection of East 2nd Avenue and Abilene Street (Application).  The crossing is located within the City of Aurora, Arapahoe County, Colorado.  That filing opened this Proceeding.  

3. Applicant seeks to construct an at-grade crossing to be named Blackhawk Street and install associated crossing warning devices at that location.  The proposed construction would alter the configuration previously approved by the Commission by Decision 
No. C14-0516
 by the addition of a vehicle crossing of the two light rail tracks including:  alteration of approved signage; changes to signage and striping at the intersection and new vehicle roadway; installation of flashing lights; cantilever lights; four-quadrant gates; and, bells.  The pedestrian and bicycle trail improvements previously approved by the Commission would remain, with the exception of moving the proposed pedestrian blank-out sign to accommodate the location of the new vehicle roadway.  The Application proposes to use both dynamic and timed exit gate operating modes, but does not identify specific information on the exit gate vehicle detection that is proposed at the crossing.  

4. On July 20, 2015, the Commission provided notice of the Application to all interested parties pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S.  The notice included an intervention period, which has expired.  

5. The following intervened as of right or were permitted to intervene:  The City of Aurora (Aurora) and Railroad Staff of the Commission (Staff).  

6. Aurora and Staff, collectively, are the Intervenors; each individually is an Intervenor.  Applicant and Intervenors, collectively, are the Parties; each individually is a Party.  Each Party is represented by legal counsel in this Proceeding.  

7. On August 26, 2015, by Minute Order, the Commission deemed the Application complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.  On October 15, 2015, Decision 
No. R15-1121-I acknowledged Applicant’s waiver of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., in this Proceeding.  

8. On August 26, 2015, by Minute Order, the Commission referred this Proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).
  

9. On October 7, 2015, the Parties filed a Joint Motion to Bifurcate Proceedings to Permit Construction, and for Approval of Procedural Stipulation.  Decision No. R15-1121-I:  (a) granted that motion; (b) bifurcated this Proceeding into Phase I and Phase II as described in Decision No. R15-1121-I at ¶¶ 5 and 8; (c) granted the Application to construct the crossing except for the exit gate vehicle detection system and operations; and (d) ordered the Parties to file quarterly status updates as described in Decision No. R15-1121-I.  

10. The Parties filed a status report on October 29, 2015.  

11. On January 29, 2016, the Parties filed a Submission of Joint Quarterly Status Report, Discussion of Proposed Procedural Path Forward[,] and Joint Motion to Suspend Requirement for Filing of Status Reports in this Docket (January 29 Filing).  In that filing, the Parties propose to file a series of motions to amend the Application based on the anticipated completion dates of the work of four crossing groups.  In addition, the filing discusses the status of on-going meetings held by other working groups.  Finally, the filing reports on the “continued progress on the setup and wiring of the traffic signal test bench for [specified] traffic signal and train/traffic interface controllers” (January 29 Filing at 3).  

12. The January 29 Filing references other pending Proceedings that appear to be related to this Proceeding because they pertain to the same light rail corridor or line.  

13. To understand the Parties’ proposal as it applies across and impacts the related Proceedings, the ALJ finds it appropriate to hold, on February 25, 2016, a status conference in these 15 related matters:  Proceedings No. 14A-0115R, No. 14A-0176R, No. 14A-0177R, No. 14A-0387R, No. 14A-0388R, No. 14A-0455R, No. 14A-0457R, No. 14A-0458R, 
No. 14A-0459R, No. 14A-0546R, No. 14A-0590R, No. 14A-0591R, No. 14A-0690R, 
No. 14A-0691R, and No. 15A-0613R.  

14. The ALJ requests that, at the status conference, the Parties explain the issues that the working groups are addressing; explain why the issues are important and need to be resolved in the context of the pending Proceedings; explain the relationship (if any) between and among the issues being addressed by the working groups identified in the January 29 Filing; and address the level of certainty that the Parties can meet the filing dates stated in the January 29 Filing.  In addition, the ALJ requests that the Parties, if they are able to do so, provide a date by which Phase II of each Proceeding will be completed (e.g., the filing dates in the January 29 Filing or some other dates).  Finally, the ALJ requests that the Parties be prepared to address questions that the ALJ may have with respect to the process the Parties propose in the January 29 Filing.  

15. The ALJ will take the information provided during the status conference into consideration in ruling on the Joint Motion to Suspend Requirement for Filing of Status Reports in this Docket.  

II. order  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. A status conference in this Proceeding shall be held on the following date, at the following time, and in the following location:  

DATE:

February 25, 2016  

TIME:

10:00 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  


1560 Broadway, Suite 250  


Denver, Colorado  

2. At the prehearing conference, the Parties shall address the issues identified in this Interim Decision. 
3. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  That Decision was issued on May 16, 2014 in Proceeding No. 14A-0282R, In the Matter of the Application of the Regional Transportation District for Authority to Construct an At-grade Light Rail Crossing of the High Line Canal Trail Adjacent to the Intersection of E. 2nd Avenue and Abilene Street within the City of Aurora, Arapahoe County, Colorado.  


�  This Proceeding originally was assigned to ALJ Gomez.  On February 8, 2016, this Proceeding was transferred to the undersigned ALJ.  
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