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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. This Decision denies the Motion for Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice (Motion) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on November 15, 2016.  Public Service filed the Motion with Advice Letter No. 1728-Electric with Sheet Nos. 114F and 114G of the tariff sheets for its Solar Rewards Community Service (Schedule SRC).  The proposed effective date of the new rates is January 1, 2017.

2. Consistent with the discussion below, Public Service is authorized to file in this Proceeding the entire set of tariff sheets for Schedule SRC as an amended advice letter.  Public Service may then request approval of a notice that addresses the full scope of changes in Schedule SRC to be effective January 1, 2017.
B. Discussion

3. On January 25, 2016, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 1712-Electric 
with tariff sheets and supporting testimony as a Phase II Electric Rate Case in Proceeding 
No. 16AL-0048E.  The Company proposed to replace its currently effective General Rate Schedule Adjustment with revised base rates for all electric rate schedules and to introduce several new rate schedules.  The Advice Letter also sought approval to replace Public Service’s currently effective P.U.C. No. 7–Electric Tariff with an updated P.U.C. No. 8-Electric Tariff.  

4. On February 10, 2016, we suspended the effective date of the Company’s tariffs pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., and referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge.

5. On August 15, 2016, Public Service filed a Non-Unanimous Comprehensive Settlement Agreement (Settlement) intended to resolve all issues in the Phase II Electric Rate Case as well as all issues in Proceeding Nos. 16A-0055E (Public Service’s application for approval of its proposed Solar*Connect program) and 16A-0139E (Public Service’s application for approval of its 2017-2019 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan).  

6. The Settlement addresses several aspects of Public Service’s Solar*Rewards Community program for the development of community solar gardens (CSGs).  Among the CSG-related provisions of the agreement, the Settling Parties:  “support continuation of a class average bill credit for all customer classes as recently approved in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E, Decision No. C16-0747. This approach shall be reflected in the Company’s CSG tariff, and the Settling Parties request further waiver of Rule 3665(c)(I) for the term of this RES Plan in the Motion for Waivers in Support of the Settlement Agreement.”

7. The Settlement states that:  “Attachment D of this Settlement Agreement is a complete set of clean tariff rates, rules and regulations that will go into effect if this Settlement Agreement is approved.”
  The Settlement further states that the Settling Parties support approval of Colorado P.U.C. No. 8 – Electric, as set forth in Attachment D, and proposes that Public Service file a complete set of tariffs in compliance with the Settlement, if approved by the Commission, no later than December 2, 2016, for implementation on January 1, 2017.
8. On October 5, 2016, we conducted a hearing on the Settlement.

9. Closing statements of position on the Settlement were filed on October 28, 2016.

10. We approved the Settlement at our weekly meeting on November 9, 2016.

C. Advice Letter No. 1728-Electric

11. Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 1728-Electric for the purpose of updating the billing credits paid to subscribers of CSGs under Solar Rewards Community Service.  Sheet No. 114F of Schedule SRC sets forth the “Fixed” credits for 2017, while Sheet No. 114G sets forth the “Components for Calculating C&I Individual SCRCS Credits for 2017.”

12. Public Service explains in Advice Letter No. 1728-Electric that the filing was made in accordance with the requirement that new annual rates be filed on or around November 15, 2016 pursuant to Decision No. C12-0606 in Proceeding No. 11A-418E issued June 8, 2012.

13. The Company further explains that the billing credit levels on Sheet Nos. 114F and 114G are based on the forecasted Total Aggregate Retail Rate for 2017 and that the revised billing credit levels are the result of updated rate adjustment mechanisms and cost allocations caused by other Settlement provisions for the Phase II Electric Rate Case in Proceeding No. 16AL-0048E.  

D. Motion for Alternative Form of Notice

14. In the Motion, Public Service requests authorization to notice the new CSG bill credits by: keeping the advice letter filing open for inspection; publishing a legal notice in The Denver Post; providing electronic service of the legal notice, the Advice Letter and associated tariffs on all parties to Proceeding No. 13A-0836E; serving the documents electronically on all customers who have subscribed to CSGs and who are entitled to receive bill credits; and serving the documents electronically on all CSG developers the Company has in the queue for CSG contracts.  Public Service states that the Company also will post the Legal Notice, the Advice Letter and associated tariffs on the Xcel Energy web-site page addressing the Solar*Rewards Community Program.

E. Conclusions and Findings
15. We deny the Motion.  While we do not object to the forms of notice Public Service proposes in the Motion, we conclude that noticing only the changes to Sheet Nos. 114F and 114G for effect on January 1, 2017 is premature, incomplete, and potentially confusing to CSG subscribers and developers.  

16. Attachment D to the Settlement includes Schedule SRC, the Company’s “CSG tariff.”  However, that version of Schedule SRC reflects none of the expected changes required to implement the average bill credit provisions discussed in the Settlement.  Instead, Schedule SRC is the CSG tariff that was in effect in January 2016, when the Phase II Electric Rate case was initially filed in Proceeding No. 16AL-0048E, which was prior to approval of the use of average bill credits in Proceeding No. 13A-0836E. 

17. Because the tariff sheets for Schedule SRC in Attachment D to the Settlement were not modified to implement the terms of the agreement, the applicability of the rates that are changing on Sheet Nos. 114F and 114G as filed under Advice Letter No. 1728-Electric is unclear.  For example, the Settlement provision continuing the class average bill credit for all customer classes will alter the applicability of the fixed bill credits on Sheet No. 114G and of the components for individually calculated bill credits for 2017for some, but not all, commercial and industrial customers subscribing to CSGs.
18. Public Service may file an amended Advice Letter No. 1728-Electric in this Proceeding with a complete set of tariff sheets for Schedule SRC to update both the billing credits and the other terms of service for effect on January 1, 2017.  Public Service may also request approval of alternative forms of notice to address the full scope of changes in Schedule SRC to be effective next year as proposed in the amended advice letter filing.
II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on November 15, 2016 is denied.  

2. Consistent with the discussion above, Public Service is authorized to file an amended Advice Letter No. 1728-Electric in this Proceeding with a complete set of tariff sheets for its Solar Rewards Community Service (Schedule SRC).   Public Service also may file a new motion for approval of an alternative form of notice addressing all changes in Schedule SRC for effect on January 1, 2017.

3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 17, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Decision No. C16-0135, issued February 10, 2016, Proceeding No. 16AL-0048E.


� Settlement at 61.


� Settlement at 20.
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