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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On November 10, 2016, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed a Motion for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice (Motion) that will apply to Public Service’s Advice Letter No. 1727-Electric.  Public Service states that, by Advice Letter No. 1727-Electric, the Company seeks to revise its annual Clean Air – Clean Jobs Act Rider (CACJA) in its Colorado P.U.C. No. 8 – Electric tariff, effective January 1, 2017 as required by the CACJA clause in Public Service’s Colorado P.U.C. No. 7 – Electric tariff, Sheet Nos. 112 through 112D, and Decision No. C15-0292 in Proceeding No. 14AL-0660E issued March 31, 2015.

2. By its Motion, Public Service seeks authorization to use the following alternative forms of notice:

(a)
Filing the tariff changes with the Commission, and keeping the filing open for public inspection;

(b)
Publishing a legal notice in the Denver Post to Advice Letter 
No. 1726-Electric for two consecutive Sundays – December 4 and 11, 2016;

(c)
Posting a copy of the filing on the Xcel Energy website;

(d)
Providing the notice as a bill insert for all Public Service customers’ electric bills expected to be delivered over the course of approximately five weeks on November 21, 2016, with the December 2016 billing cycle;

(e)
Providing the notice to Public Service electric e-bill customers via 
email for all Public Service customers’ electric bills expected to be delivered over the course of approximately five weeks commencing on November 21, 2016, with the December 2016 billing cycle; and

(f)
Serving electronically, a copy of the tariff filing on all parties to Proceeding No. 14AL-0660E.

3. Public Service states that the proposed legal notice, whether actually received by customers by means of newspaper publication or as a bill insert, would apprise its electric customers of the CACJA tariff filing, CACJA rate changes, and would keep open for public inspection the filing and notification to the Commission of concerns or comments.  A copy of the legal notice is attached to the Motion as Exhibit 1.
4. Public Service proposes to provide timely notice of the CACJA filing through publication of the notice in The Denver Post, as the newspaper of general circulation in most of the counties in which the Company provides retail electric service.  The notice is expected to reach areas of Public Service’s service territory in which nearly all of its customers reside and receive service.  Public Service indicates that it is aware that there are approximately 82 zip codes within its Colorado service territory in which The Denver Post has no physical circulation.  However, Public Service maintains that less than 3,000 of the Company’s approximately 1.4 million retail electric customers reside and take service within these zip codes.  Public Service is unaware how many of these customers subscribe to The Denver Post’s Digital Edition, which is available to anyone in our Colorado service territory with Internet access.  Although less than 3,000 retail customers may not have physical access to a hard-copy newspaper in which the notice will be published, Public Service states that they will, like all other retail customers, receive individual notice of the filing as a bill insert accompanying the next electric bill they receive following the filing.  Consequently, almost all retail electric customers will have access to the published notice during the first 20 days of the 30-day period prior to the January 1, 2017 effective date, according to Public Service.
5. Public Service states that there is good cause for the requested alternative form of notice as it is the most expeditious and economic means of providing notice of the proposed tariff provisions of Advice Letter No. 1727-Electric.  

6. Pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., and 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1207(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, a utility may request to provide alternative forms of public notice of its advice letter filing proposing amendments to its tariffs.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to its stakeholders and its general body of electric ratepayers.  We therefore find good cause to grant the alternative form of notice as requested by Public Service.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice (Motion) filed on November 10, 2016, by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) requesting approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to Public Service’s Advice Letter No. 1727-Electric is granted.

2. Response time to the Motion is waived.
3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
November 17, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
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GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� We approved the Non-Unanimous Comprehensive Settlement Agreement without modification �in Proceeding No. 16AL-0048E Consolidated, and approved the replacement of Public Service’s Colorado �P.U.C. No. 7 – Electric tariff with Colorado P.U.C. No. 8 – Electric tariff.
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