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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. This Decision grants the Petition for Variances from the November 1st Filing Obligations for the TCA, PCCA, CACJA and ECA Riders (Petition) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on October 27, 2016.  

2. Public Service is authorized either to make advice letter filings for each of the rate adjustment mechanisms addressed in the Petition either on November 10, 2016, as requested in the Petition, or to file such advice letters after November 10, 2016, provided that the new rates take effect on not less than 30 days’ notice.

B. Discussion

3. On January 25, 2016, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 1712-Electric (Advice Letter) with tariff sheets and supporting testimony as a Phase II rate case in Proceeding No. 16AL-0048E.  The Company proposed to replace its currently effective General Rate Schedule Adjustment with revised base rates for all electric rate schedules and to introduce several new rate schedules.  The Advice Letter also sought approval to replace Public Service’s currently effective P.U.C. No. 7–Electric Tariff with an updated P.U.C. No. 8-Electric Tariff.  

4. On February 10, 2016, we suspended the effective date of the Company’s tariffs pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., and referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge.

5. On August 15, 2016, in Proceeding No. 16AL-0048E, Public Service filed a 
Non-Unanimous Comprehensive Settlement Agreement (Settlement) intended to resolve all issues in the Phase II rate case as well as all issues in Proceeding Nos. 16A-0055E (Public Service’s application for approval of its proposed Solar*Connect program) and 
16A-0139E (Public Service’s application for approval of its 2017-2019 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan).  

6. The Settlement states that:  “Attachment D of this Settlement Agreement is a complete set of clean tariff rates, rules and regulations that will go into effect if this Settlement Agreement is approved.”
  The Settlement further states that the Settling Parties support approval of Colorado PUC No. 8 – Electric, as set forth in Attachment D, and proposes that Public Service file a complete set of tariffs in compliance with the Settlement, if approved by the Commission, no later than December 2, 2016, for implementation on January 1, 2017.
7. Attachment D to the Settlement contains all tariff sheets in the form of the proposed Colorado PUC No. 8 – Electric, including the Purchase Capacity Cost Adjustment (PCCA) on Sheets 141 through 141E, the Transmission Cost Adjustment (TCA) on Sheets 142 through 142C, the Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) on Sheets 143 through 143I, and the Clean-Air Clean-Jobs Adjustment (CACJA) on Sheets 144 through 144F.  Although the rates set forth on these tariff sheets are in the proposed form for Colorado PUC No. 8 – Electric, the values of the rates are those that were in effect at the time the Advice Letter was filed on January 25, 2016.  Certain other values are not yet calculated but are marked with placeholders for new values to be determined consistent with the Settlement. (For example, the CACJA 
rates for service under Schedules RD-TDR and RE-TOU are shown as “x.xx/kW-Mo” and “x.xxxxx/kWh,” respectively, on Sheet 144 in Colorado PUC No. 8 – Electric.)

8. On October 5, 2016, we conducted a hearing on the Settlement.

9. Closing statements of position were filed on October 28, 2016.

C. Settlement and Joint Motion

10. In the Petition, Public Service states that the Company is required to file separate advice letters on or around November 1st of each year for revisions to: the TCA pursuant 
to Decision No. C07-1085 issued in Proceeding No. 07A-339E on December 24, 2007; the PCCA and ECA pursuant to Decision No. C06-1379 issued in Proceeding No. 06S-234EG on December 1, 2006; and the CACJA pursuant to Decision No. C15-0292 issued in Proceeding No. 14AL-0660E on March 31, 2015.  The revisions take effect the following January 1st.

11. Public Service requests variances to effectuate a nine-day extension of time to file the TCA, PCCA, CACJA, and ECA November 1st advice letter filings after the Commission deliberations on the Settlement.  Assuming the Commission deliberates on the Settlement on November 9, 2016, the Company requests a delay until November 10, 2016.

12. Public Service argues that granting the extension will create administrative efficiencies and eliminate potential confusion for those who will review the advice letter filings. Public Service states that, otherwise, the Company would be required to notice its customers and file the November 1st advice letters absent approval of the Settlement and then, a few weeks later, to modify the previously filed information.   Public Service states that multiple filings on the same subject matter, made within a short timeframe and with different information, could be confusing for customers and will create unneeded work for the Commission as well as those who review and create these filings.

13. Public Service further requests a waiver of the notice and intervention period, arguing that no one will be prejudiced by the granting of the Petition. 

D. Conclusions and Findings
14. We grant Public Service’s request to waive the notice and intervention period 
for the Petition.  The tariff sheets filed on January 25, 2016 under the Advice Letter included 
the modified sheets for the TCA, PCCA, CACJA, and ECA, providing notice of the pending changes to these rate schedules.  The Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, and the other parties to Consolidated Proceeding 
Nos. 16AL-0048E, 16A-0055E, and 16A-0139E have all had opportunity to review these tariff sheets as they also are included in Attachment D to the Settlement.  We agree with Public Service that no one will be prejudiced by the granting of the Petition.

15. We find good cause to grant the Petition. A delay from the traditional November 1st deadline for filing advice letters to change the TCA, PCCA, CACJA, and ECA will reduce the potential for customer confusion and prevent unnecessary work in the review of the rates proposed for effect January 1, 2017 in the form of the tariffs filed as part of Colorado PUC No. 8 – Electric. 

16. We grant Public Service’s request for a delay until November 10, 2016 to file the advice letters to update the TCA, PCCA, CACJA, and ECA.  In the event additional time is required to make such filings, we will permit the Company to file the advice letters after November 10, 2016 but on not less than a full 30 days’ notice with respect to the proposed effective date of the rates.

II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The notice requirements pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1206 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, for the Petition for Variances from the November 1st Filing Obligations for the TCA, PCCA, CACJA and ECA Riders (Petition) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on October 27, 2016 are waived.  The period in which to file interventions in this matter is also waived.

2. The Petition is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

3. Public Service is authorized to make advice letter filings for each of the rate adjustment mechanisms addressed in the Petition on November 10, 2016, as requested in the Petition, or on later dates, provided that the new rates take effect on not less than 30 days’ notice.

4. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., in which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 3, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________
                                        Commissioners

COMMISSIONER FRANCES A. KONCILJA ABSENT.




� Decision No. C16-0135, issued February 10, 2016, Proceeding No. 16AL-0048E.


� Settlement at 20.
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