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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement
1. This Decision opens an administrative proceeding for the purpose of collecting information on the activities of the Mountain West Transmission Group (MWTG).  This Proceeding is governed by the “Permit, but Disclose” process pursuant to Rule 1111 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1.

B. Discussion

2. On September 2, 2016, the Commission directed Public Service Company 
of Colorado (Public Service or Company) to make one or more filings in Proceeding 
No. 16A-0396E that clarify the Company’s position on the potential effects on its Electric Resource Plan (ERP) of the Company’s participation in the MWTG. 
 

3. On September 16, 2016, Public Service filed a Response to Commission Decision No. C16-0817-I (Response) in Proceeding No. 16A-0396E. 
4. In the Response, Public Service explains that the MWTG is a group of seven electric utilities that came together to evaluate the development of a regional open access transmission tariff (OATT) and to evaluate potential participation in a regional transmission organization (RTO).
  Public Service states that the MWTG initially addressed the formation of a single OATT during the 2014 to 2015 timeframe, reaching consensus on a rate design model and seven year cost shift mitigation plan.
5. Public Service states that, in May 2016, the MWTG developed a request for information that asked four existing RTOs to develop proposals for the independent administration of a single OATT, for reliability coordination services, and for potential membership in the respondent’s RTO.   Public Service states that all four RTOs responded in July 2016 and that the MWTG is currently evaluating the proposals.   The MWTG anticipates that a preliminary evaluation will be completed near the end of 2016 or early 2017, which may lead to the development of more detailed specifications with one or two of the RTO respondents prior to making any decision on pursuing RTO participation.
6. Public Service argues in the Response that the Company’s participation in the MWTG will not affect the Commission’s jurisdiction over the Company’s ERP process, but could, in the future, expand the pool of resource opportunities available to the Company and potentially reduce the level of planning reserve margin the Company carries to maintain system reliability.  Public Service explains that the MWTG has yet to reach decisions regarding the specific activities it will pursue and the associated timeframe and states that no regulatory approvals have been obtained. 

7. Notably, Public Service states that, in the event the MWTG participants decide that becoming an RTO member has benefits, the appropriate request for approvals, including any required approvals by the Commission and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, would be required prior to participation. 
C. Findings and Conclusions

8. Activities of the MWTG are not a part of Public Service’s current ERP or any other proceeding before the Commission; however, we find it necessary to initiate an administrative proceeding to receive and develop information and analysis related to the activities of the MWTG.  Additionally, the Commission may conduct one or more Commissioners’ Information Meetings addressing this topic.

9. We invite interested persons to submit comments, research materials, operational studies, market analyses, and other material that may be pertinent to the activities of the MWTG.  We encourage submissions through the Commission’s E-Filings System to the extent possible. As this Proceeding is non-adjudicatory, and because there are no parties to this Proceeding, service upon other participants is not necessary.  

10. We will conduct this proceeding pursuant to Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1111 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, which sets forth the “Permit, but Disclose” process.  Interested persons may schedule ex parte presentations to a Commissioner in meetings that may include Commission Staff provided that the contacts relate to the activities of the MWTG and do not concern any matter pending before the Commission in another proceeding.  Within two business days following a permitted presentation, the person requesting the meeting is required to file in this Proceeding a letter disclosing the contact with a copy of materials provided to the Commissioner during the meeting.

11. We will attempt to accommodate all reasonable requests for ex parte meetings, subject to the schedule and availability of each Commissioner.  To schedule an ex parte presentation with a Commissioner, an interested person should contact the Executive Assistants to the Commissioners and should clarify that the presentation is associated with this Proceeding.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This Administrative Proceeding is opened to serve as a repository for general information, research, and meeting activities related to the activities of the Mountain West Transmission Group.

2. Filings and submissions by persons participating in this matter shall be made in accordance with the above discussion.

3. This Proceeding is governed by the “Permit, but Disclose” process pursuant to Rule 1111 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 26, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Decision No. C16-0817-I, issued September 2, 2016, Proceeding No. 16A-0396E.


� In addition to Public Service, the MWTG includes Black Hills Corporation, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc., Western Area Power Administration, Platte River Power Authority, Basin Electric Power Cooperative, and Colorado Springs Utilities.
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