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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement 

1. On September 14, 2016, Virgin Mobile, L.P. (Virgin Mobile) filed a petition requesting to relinquish its Lifeline-only
 Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) designation in Colorado pursuant to Rule 2188 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2 (Petition).

2. Through this Decision we grant the Petition, contingent on Virgin Mobile filing notice in this proceeding confirming that the transaction has closed and the customers have been transferred. 
B. Background
3. On September 14, 2016, Virgin Mobile filed a petition requesting to relinquish its limited designation as an ETC, effective upon the closing of a transaction between Virgin Mobile’s parent company, Sprint Corporation, and i-wireless, LLC (i-wireless) and after all customers are transferred to i-wireless.
4. Virgin Mobile
 represents that it currently serves approximately 19,000 Lifeline customers in Colorado.  Virgin Mobile states that the majority of its Lifeline subscribers would be seamlessly transferred to i-wireless and Virgin Mobile will cease to provide Lifeline service. Following the transfer, Virgin Mobile states that Lifeline subscribers that have been receiving 350 minutes of service and unlimited texts per month at no charge, will be upgraded to a plan that will provide 500 minutes of service and unlimited texts and 50 MB data at no charge.  
5. The company states the majority of its Lifeline subscribers will be transferred seamlessly to take service from i-wireless, and Virgin Mobile will cease to provide Lifeline service.  However, the Petition explains that approximately 370 customers reside outside of the designated service area of i-wireless and, consequently, cannot be transferred.  Virgin Mobile represents that, to the best of its knowledge, the approximately 370 customers that reside outside of the designated service area of i-wireless will be served by the incumbent local exchange carrier ETC, a Lifeline-only wireless ETC, or another competitive ETC.
Through Decision No. C16-0874-I, issued September 23, 2016, we provided notice of the Petition and granted, in part, the request within the Petition for partial waiver of Rule 2188(d) to provide alternative notice to customers.  The Commission modified the proposed customer notice language to include the specification that service may be discontinued for some customers.  The Commission also required updated text notification processes to customers, 

6. particularly those that would be outside of the designated service area of i-wireless, in addition to those proposed by Virgin Mobile. 

7. Through Decision No. C16-0874-I, we also granted, in part, the request within the Petition to waive Rule 1206 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 CCR 723-1, and provide a shortened notice and intervention period.  The notice and intervention periods concluded at 5:00 p.m. on October 14, 2016. No requests for intervention were filed.

8. On October 7, 2016, Virgin Mobile provided a written affidavit stating compliance with the notice requirements consistent with Rule 2188(d)(II) and partial waivers granted, in part, through Decision No. C16-0874-I, including notification to the customers residing outside of the designated service area of i-wireless.

C.
Findings and Conclusions

9. Pursuant to Rule 1403 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, the Commission may determine a petition without a hearing and without further notice, if the application is uncontested or unopposed.  No interventions were filed and we consider this matter unopposed.
10. Rule 2188(d)(II)(g) requires that “[t]he Commission shall permit an EP or ETC to relinquish its designation as an EP or ETC in any area served by more than one EP or ETC when the Commission concludes that the requirements of paragraphs (a) through (d) [of Rule 2188] have been met.”  The Petition and its contents meet the requirements of Rules 2188(a) and (b).  Virgin Mobile represents that no purchase or construction of adequate facilities is required pursuant to Rule 2188(c).  Pursuant to Rule 2188(d) as waived, in part, consistent with Decision No. C16-0878-I, Virgin Mobile has provided notice to customers.

11. We conclude that the requirements of Rules 2188(a) through (d) have been met.  We grant Virgin Mobile's Petition to relinquish its designation as an ETC pursuant to Rule 2188, 4 CCR 723-2, contingent on Virgin Mobile filing notice in this proceeding confirming that the transaction has closed and the customers have been transferred. Notice shall be filed within one year of the mailed date of this Decision. 

12. Virgin Mobile is permitted to relinquish its designation as a Lifeline only ETC, effective upon closing of the transaction and after customers are transferred to i-wireless.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition filed by Virgin Mobile, L.P. (Virgin Mobile) on September 14, 2016 is approved, consistent with the discussion above. 

2. Virgin Mobile shall file notice with the Commission in this proceeding within one year of the mailed date of the decision confirming that the transaction has closed and the customers have been transferred.

3. Virgin Mobile is permitted to relinquish its designation as a Lifeline only eligible Telecommunications Carrier, effective upon closing of the transaction and after customers are transferred to i-wireless, LLC, consistent with the discussion above.

4. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

5. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING 
October 19, 2016.
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� Lifeline service, as defined in 47 Code of Federal Regulations § 54.401, is available to qualifying �low-income customers. 


� Virgin Mobile states that it provides Lifeline service in Colorado under the trade name “Assurance Wireless.” 
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