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IN THE MATTER OF ADVICE LETTER NO. 721 FILED BY BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP TO INCREASE ITS BASE RATES FOR ALL RATE SCHEDULES, IMPLEMENT A GENERAL RATE SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENT, REVISE ITS TRANSMISSION COST ADJUSTMENT TARIFF, AND IMPLEMENT OTHER PROPOSED CHANGES TO ITS COLORADO PUC NO. 9-ELECTRIC TARIFF TO BE EFFECTIVE JUNE 5, 2016.  
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HEARING PROCEDURES
Mailed Date:  
October 12, 2016
Adopted Date:  
October 12, 2016
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement 

1. An evidentiary hearing in this matter is scheduled for October 18 through 21, 2016.  This Decision establishes additional procedures for the hearing. 
B. Discussion

2. On May 3, 2016, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 721.

3. On May 20, 2016, we set for hearing the tariffs filed by Black Hills under Advice Letter No. 721.

4. On July 7, 2016, we scheduled the evidentiary hearing.
  We also directed Black Hills to confer with the parties to develop a proposed order of witnesses for the hearings with estimated cross-examination times. 
5. On October 11, 2016, Black Hills filed the witness order and estimated 
cross-examination times.  Black Hills states that the intervening parties have requested approximately 14.5 hours of cross-examination of the Company’s witnesses and that the Company estimates approximately 11.7 hours of cross-examination of intervenor witnesses. 
C. Findings and Conclusions
6. We find that additional procedures are necessary for the hearing to ensure it is completed within the days scheduled.
7. The proceedings will be governed by the Rules of Practice of Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 and parties are expected to comply with these rules.
8. We direct Black Hills to confer with the parties for the purpose of developing an initial hearing exhibit list that includes the witnesses’ pre-filed testimony and exhibits.  The Company shall file a copy of this list no later than noon on October 14, 2016. 
9. All parties shall pre-mark the pre-filed testimony and exhibits prior to the start of hearings. A court reporter will be available to assist in pre-marking on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 8:00 a.m.  
10. The parties shall confer regarding the admission of pre-filed testimony and exhibits prior to the start of hearings on October 18, 2016, notwithstanding the Answer Testimony and Exhibits of Fiona Sigalla, which is subject to outstanding motions.  We expect that at the start of hearing on October 18, 2016, the parties will stipulate into the evidentiary record all of the marked pre-filed testimony and exhibits except for the testimony subject to any outstanding motion.

11. All parties are directed to review the Commission’s rules governing the treatment of confidential and highly confidential information and to resolve, prior to the hearing, any questions or disputes surrounding the status of any materials claimed to be confidential or highly confidential.  In addition, the cross-examination of witnesses should be structured in a manner that minimizes the instances when the hearing room must be cleared for purposes of protecting confidential and highly confidential information.

12. Witnesses will be sworn in en masse as a preliminary matter each day of hearing, as necessary.  We expect that cross-examination should begin immediately for most witnesses when they take the stand, without the routine swearing in and direct examination used to enter the pre-filed testimony into the evidentiary record.

13. The presentation of evidence at the hearing shall be done through the furnishing of one paper copy for the record in accordance with 4 CCR 723-1-1501.  When offered as an exhibit at hearing, the paper copy of the hearing exhibit for the record must be identical to the pre-filed version, and, provided that a final version of the testimony and exhibits is filed no later than October 11, 2016, the sponsoring party need not provide a paper copy of the pre-filed testimony and attachments either for the Commissioners or for the other parties.

14. A party wishing to admit a document used for impeachment or rebuttal may do so by presenting a paper copy of the document at the time of the hearing and that the sponsoring party must have sufficient paper copies of each document to provide one copy for the record, one copy to each Commissioner, at least one copy to Commission counsel and advisors, and at least one copy to each of the other parties.

15. Finally, if counsel intends to examine a witness about a statutory provision, a Commission rule, or a Commission decision, then, at the evidentiary hearing, counsel must have a copy of the statute, rule, or decision to provide to the witness, a copy for each Commissioner, at least one copy to Commission counsel and advisors, and a copy to provide to counsel for the party sponsoring the witness.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Black Hills Colorado Electric Utility is directed to confer with the parties to develop a preliminary list of hearing exhibits, consistent with the discussion above.  The list shall be filed no later than 12:00 p.m. on October 14, 2016.

2. All parties shall comply with the hearing procedures as detailed above.
3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
October 12, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners

CHAIRMAN JOSHUA B. EPEL ABSENT.



� Decision No. C16-0430, issued May 20, 2016, Proceeding No. 16AL-0326E.


� Decision No. C16-0630-I, issued July 7, 20176, Proceeding No. 16AL-0326E.
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