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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement 

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Petition for Rehearing, Reargument, and Reconsideration (RRR) of Decision No. C16-0783 filed on August 29, 2016, by Freedom Cabs, Inc. (Freedom Cabs).  Being fully advised in this matter and consistent with the discussion below, we grant Freedom Cabs’ Petition for RRR. 

B. Findings 

2. On June 29, 2016, Freedom Cabs requested a waiver of Rule 6255(b) (Age of Motor Vehicles) of the Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-6 for 33 vehicles it currently operated as taxis.  The waiver was requested for a period from July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017.
3. The Commission noticed this petition to all interested persons, firms, and corporations pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on July 11, 2016.  The 30-day notice period expired on August 10, 2016.  No petition to intervene or otherwise participate in this proceeding was filed.  Pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., this matter was determined without a hearing.  

4. Rule 6255(b), 4 CCR 723-6 only applies to taxi companies that provide 
point-to-point service in the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas, El Paso, and Jefferson.  Freedom Cabs, under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 53638, may provide taxi service: (I) between all points within the area comprised of the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Denver, Douglas, and Jefferson, State of Colorado; and  (II)  from all points in the City and County of Denver, to all points in the State of Colorado.  Therefore, Freedom Cabs is subject to the requirements named in Rule 6255(b) and as of July 1, 2016, may only operate vehicles that are eight model years old or less.  On July 1, 2016, the eighth model year was a 2009 model.

5. Freedom Cabs, in its petition filed on June 29, 2016, requested a waiver of the age rule for 33 vehicles.  One of the vehicles was a 2005 model, 6 were 2006 models, 14 were 2007 models, and 12 were 2008 models.  

6. The Commission, in Decision No. C16-0783 issued August 23, 2016, found that good cause had been shown to grant a waiver of Rule 6255(b) for the 26 vehicles that were 2007 and 2008 models, but did not find that good cause had been shown to grant a waiver for the 2005 model and the 6 2006 models.

7. Freedom Cabs, in its RRR, requests that the Commission reconsider Decision No. C16-0783 and grant a period of 90 days to allow the owners of the 2005 and 2006 model year vehicles to obtain financing and purchase qualified vehicles.

8. In support of the request for RRR, Freedom Cabs states:

In order to avoid severe economic hardship to the six Freedom drivers who would be directly affected by the Commission’s decision, Freedom requests a 90 day extension from and after August 23, 2016, the day the Commission decision was mailed, within which these six drivers may locate and purchase a car that is compliant with Rule 6255(b)’s age of vehicle requirements.  To do otherwise would impose a sudden and severe economic hardship on these six drivers and their families, whose principal if not exclusive means of economic support is derived from these driver’s earnings as taxi drivers.  Freedom has attached as Exhibits 1, 2, and 3 are letters from three of the six affected drivers attesting to the economic hardship that would result if they were put “out on the street” for 
the period of time necessary to acquire a compliant automobile.  Freedom has communicated to these six drivers the importance of vehicle age compliance and anticipates that they should be able to locate the necessary vehicles, purchase them, and have them inspected, painted and otherwise outfitted with Freedom’s logo and other insignia within the requested 90 days.  

Freedom Cabs RRR at p. 2.

C. Conclusions

9. In consideration of the information provided as support for the RRR, the Commission finds that Freedom Cabs has shown good cause to grant a waiver of Rule 6255(b) for a period of 90 days.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition for Rehearing, Reargument, and Reconsideration of Decision No. C16-0783 filed on August 29, 2016, by Freedom Cabs, Inc. (Freedom Cabs) is granted.  Freedom Cabs is granted a waiver from Rule 6255(b), nunc pro tunc, for a period of 90 days beginning on August 23, 2016.  The seven vehicles for which the waiver is granted are identified in the Appendix attached to this Decision.

2. Freedom Cabs shall keep a copy of this Decision in each of the vehicles named in the Appendix.  Freedom Cabs shall ensure that this Decision is provided immediately on request by any Commission enforcement official.
3. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 14, 2016.
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� The 2005 vehicle was 12 model years old and the 2006 models were 11 model years old as of July 1, 2016.
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