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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an application (Application) filed by the City of Arvada (Arvada) on July 14, 2016, requesting authority to interconnect and preempt a new pedestrian crossing signal at Olde Wadsworth Boulevard south of the tracks of the Regional Transportation District (RTD) Gold Line Commuter Rail Line and BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) freight tracks, National Inventory No. 244764T, in Arvada, County of Jefferson, State of Colorado.

2. The Commission gave notice of this Application (Notice) to all interested parties, including adjacent property owners pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S.  The Notice was mailed on July 19, 2016.

3. On August 18, 2016, BNSF filed an Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention.  BNSF does not contest or oppose the Application.

4. On August 18, 2016, RTD filed an Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention as of Right.  RTD does not contest or oppose the Application.  

5. The Commission has reviewed the record in this matter and deems that the Application is complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

6. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter under §§ 40-4-106(2)(a) and (3)(a), C.R.S.

7. Now being fully advised in the matter, we grant the Application.

B. Findings of Fact  
8. The Commission gave notice to all interested parties, including the adjacent property owners.  No intervention was received opposing the Application.

9. Arvada is proposing to install a pedestrian crossing of Olde Wadsworth Boulevard to connect high-density housing located west of the pedestrian crossing to the new transit center and commuter rail station being constructed east of the pedestrian crossing with pedestrian activity in this area expected to increase.  The pedestrian crossing will be controlled with traffic signals to control vehicles and pedestrian traffic at the pedestrian crossing.  The new pedestrian signal is close enough to the RTD/BNSF crossing that the pedestrian traffic signal needs to be interconnected to and preempted by the railroad crossing signal.  The railroad crossing signal in question and its interconnection to and preemption of the intersection of Grandview Avenue/Olde Wadsworth Boulevard was approved by the Commission by Decision No. C13-1281 in Proceeding No. 13A-0875R on October 15, 2013.

10. The pedestrian crossing signal is proposed to operate with green signal indications for traffic on Olde Wadsworth Boulevard with the pedestrian signal changing to provide a pedestrian pathway phase with activation of the pedestrian push button.  If a train event occurs, the pedestrian signal would be preempted after serving a pedestrian movement (if one is being served at the time of preemption) or would change to provide a track clearance phase to clear southbound vehicles queued between the tracks and the pedestrian signal before holding the pedestrian signal to serve the pedestrian phase during the train event.

11. The preemption calculations for the pedestrian signal show that the amount of time needed to transfer the right-of-way from the movement being served to the track clearance phase is less than the time required for the transfer of the right-of-way from the movement being served at the intersection of Grandview Avenue/Olde Wadsworth Boulevard to the track clearance phase for this intersection.  Therefore, Arvada asks that the same advance preemption time be provided for the pedestrian signal as is provided for the Grandview Avenue/Olde Wadsworth Boulevard intersection.  Per ¶13 of Commission Decision No. C13-1281, the advance preemption time for this pedestrian crossing will be 20 seconds for the traffic signal with a total of 42.2 seconds of preemption time for the crossing.

12. As part of the Application, Arvada shows that the “Second Train Coming” signs on the west side of the crossing are proposed to be moved from the east side of the sidewalk to the west side of the sidewalk.

13. Arvada estimates the cost of the pedestrian signal project at $192,000 with Arvada responsible for the cost of the project.  

14. Arvada proposes to start construction in late 2016 and be complete within six months of the start of installation.  Arvada will coordinate with BNSF and RTD during construction.  Arvada will be required to inform the Commission in writing that the pedestrian signal installation, interconnection, and preemption are complete within ten days of completion.  The Commission will expect this letter by May 30, 2017.  However, the Commission does understand this letter may be provided earlier or later than this date depending on changes or delays to construction.

C. Conclusions

15. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter under §§ 40-4-106(2)(a) and (3)(a), C.R.S.

16. No intervenor that filed a petition to intervene or other pleading contests or opposes the Application.

17. Because the Application is unopposed, the Commission will determine this matter upon the record, without a formal hearing under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

18. Based on the Findings of Fact, we find good cause exists and that the requirements of public safety are met by granting the Application consistent with the above discussion.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application (Application) filed by the City of Arvada (Arvada) on July 14, 2016, requesting authority to interconnect and preempt a new pedestrian crossing signal at Olde Wadsworth Boulevard south of the tracks of the Regional Transportation District (RTD) Gold Line Commuter Rail Line and BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) freight tracks, National Inventory No. 244764T, in Arvada, County of Jefferson, State of Colorado is deemed complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

2. The intervention of BNSF is granted.

3. The intervention of RTD is granted.

4. The Application is granted.

5. Arvada is authorized and ordered to construct a pedestrian crossing signal and to interconnect and preempt that crossing signal with the railroad crossing signal of Olde Wadsworth Boulevard with the tracks of the RTD and BNSF tracks.

6. Arvada will be required to inform the Commission in writing that the pedestrian signal installation, interconnection, and preemption are complete within ten days of completion.  The Commission will expect this letter by May 30, 2017.  However, the Commission does understand this letter may be provided earlier or later than this date depending on changes or delays to construction.

7. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

8. The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further decisions as necessary.

9. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 31, 2016.
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