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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On July 1, 2016, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) filed a motion requesting approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to Black Hills’ Advice Letter No. 723-Electric (Motion).  Black Hills states that, by Advice Letter No. 723-Electric, the Company seeks to amend the Black Hills Energy Assistance Program (BHEAP), which is applicable to income-qualified residential customers.  Advice Letter No. 723-Electric amends the BHEAP in Black Hills’s Colo. P.U.C. Nos. 8 and 9-Electric Tariffs to reflect the current federal poverty levels that determine participant benefits for the 2016-2017 Benefit Cycle.  This cycle begins October 1, 2016, and ends September 30, 2017.  The tariff amendments also remove obsolete language concerning earlier phases and startup costs for BHEAP, and add language concerning arrearage credits, limits on program administrative credits, and referrals of BHEAP participants to no-cost weatherization programs.  

2. Contemporaneous with the filing of Advice Letter No. 723-Electric, Black Hills filed a Motion requesting alternative form of notice for the Advice Letter (Notice).  Black Hills seeks authorization to use the following alternative forms of Notice:


(a)
filing with the Commission, and keeping open for inspection, Advice Letter No. 723-Electric;


(b)
Posting on Black Hills’ website: (i) a Customer Notice attached to the Motion as Attachment 1; and (ii) Advice Letter No. 723-Electric and its accompanying tariff sheets for 60 days beginning within one week after the filing of Advice Letter No. 723-Electric; 


(c)
Printing a message on each applicable customer’s bill providing the website URL for the Customer Notice and Advice Letter No. 723-Electric and its accompanying tariff sheets, and a toll-free phone number for assistance for one full billing cycle, beginning within one week after the filing of Advice Letter No. 723-Electric; and 

 
(d)
Publishing a legal notice of Advice Letter No. 723-Electric (i.e., Attachment 1) in three newspapers of general circulation for the service territory: (i) The Pueblo Chieftain (two consecutive Sundays, July 10 and 17, 2016); (ii) the Cañon City Daily Record (two consecutive Fridays, July 8 and 15, 2016); and, (iii) the Rocky Ford Daily Gazette (two consecutive Thursdays, July 7 and 14, 2016). 
3. Black Hills states that it would like to avoid incurring “time and materials” expenses for printing customer bill inserts.  Black Hills also states that a bill message, unlike a bill insert, provides more visibility to the customer because it is presented on the first page of the bill; website postings will provide the required information regarding the amended tariff to the general public; the toll-free phone number will give customers a second option to learn more about the amended tariff; and, the newspaper publications will provide accessible and timely notice across the Company’s entire service territory.  

4. Pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., and 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1207(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, a utility may request to provide alternative forms of public notice of its advice letter filing proposing amendments to its tariffs.  We find that the alternative forms of notice proposed by Black Hills are reasonable with respect to its stakeholders and its general body of electric ratepayers.  We therefore find good cause to grant the alternative forms of notice as requested by Black Hills.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion filed on July 1, 2016, by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) requesting approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to Black Hills’ Advice Letter No. 723-Electric (Motion) is granted.

2. Response time to the Motion is waived.
3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
July 6, 2016.
	 (S E A L)
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