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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision establishes a response period to the Motion to Consolidate Proceeding Nos. 16A-0117E and 16V-0314E (Motion to Consolidate) filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) on May 18, 2016.  

2. The OCC requests consolidation of Proceeding No. 16A-0117E, Application of Public Service Company of Colorado for Approval of the 600 MW Rush Creek Wind Project, Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Rush Creek Wind Farm, and a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the 345 kV Rush Creek to Missile Site Generation Tie Transmission Line, and Proceeding No. 16V-0314E, the Petition of Public Service Company of Colorado for a Variance of the Construction Schedule for the Pawnee to Daniels Park 345 kV Transmission Project.  

3. Responses to the Motion to Consolidate shall be filed no later than June 1, 2016.

B. Discussion

4. On April 29, 2016, in Proceeding No. 16V-0314E, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed a Petition for Variance of Commission Decision for Accelerated Construction Schedules (Petition).  Through its Petition, Public Service seeks a variance to the Pawnee Daniels Park Project construction schedule ordered in Decision Nos. R14-1405 issued November 25, 2014 and C15-0316 issued April 9, 2015.
  
The Pawnee Daniels Park Project includes a new 345 kV transmission line between the Pawnee Generating Station and the Daniels Park Substation, a new Harvest Mile Substation, and a new 345 kV circuit from Smoky Hills to Daniels Park.

5. Decision No. R14-1405 established, and Decision No. C15-0316 affirmed, a construction schedule allowing Public Service to begin construction on the Pawnee Daniels Park Project no earlier than May 1, 2020.  In its Petition, Public Service seeks to begin the project in 2017, with an in-service date of October 30, 2019.

6. In support of its Petition, Public Service states that there is a need for an expedited construction schedule, as evidenced by eight interconnection study requests for interconnection at the Missile Site Substation.  The Company states that four of the study requests were withdrawn after the need for the Pawnee Daniels Park Project was identified by studies.  Additionally, Public Service asserts that the expedited construction schedule will allow the Company, and its rate payers, to take advantage of the Production Tax Credit available for wind renewable energy resources.

7. On May 2, 2016, we issued a Notice of Petition Filed requiring pleadings to become a party in Proceeding No. 16V-0314E to be filed no later than June 1, 2016.

8. On May 13, 2016, in Proceeding No. 16A-0117E, Public Service filed an Application for Approval of the 600 MW Rush Creek Wind Project, Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Rush Creek Wind Farm, and a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the 345 kV Rush Creek to Missile Site Generation Tie Transmission Line (Application).

9. In support of its Application, Public Service witness Betty L. Mitzayi asserts that that the Pawnee Daniels Park Project will ensure that the Company can transmit the 600 MW generated at the Rush Creek Wind Project, alleviating transmission constraints, and that the Rush Creek Wind Project would benefit from Commission approval of the Petition filed in Proceeding No. 16V-0314E.

10. On May 18, 2016, the OCC filed a Notice of Intervention of Right and Request for Hearing in Proceeding No. 16V-0314E.  The OCC also filed the Motion to Consolidate.

11. On May 19, 2016, we shortened the notice and intervention period for Proceeding No. 16A-0117E.
  Intervention filings are due on June 1, 2016.  Persons seeking intervention are allowed to respond to Public Service’s Motions to Adopt Procedural Schedule, to Expedite Review of the Application, and Requesting Waivers filed by Public Service on May 13, 2016 in their requests for intervention or other pleadings due on June 1, 2016.

C. Motion to Consolidate 

12. The OCC states in the Motion to Consolidate that the consolidation of the two proceedings is warranted, because the implementation of the Rush Creek Wind Project in Proceeding No. 16A-0117E depends on the proposed modified construction schedule of the Pawnee Daniels Park Project in Proceeding No. 16V-0314E.  The OCC also contends that consolidation will allow judicial economy and the elimination of potentially duplicative activity by the Commission and parties to the proceedings.  The OCC emphasizes that the issues for the consolidation are only Public Service’s request to approve the Rush Creek Wind Project in Proceeding No. 16A-0117E and the modified construction and start dates of the Pawnee Daniels Park Project in Proceeding No. 16V-0314E.

13. The OCC states that it conferred with Public Service’s attorney regarding the consolidation of the two proceedings and that Public Service indicated that it would not oppose the Motion to Consolidate if, in the case of consolidation, supplemental testimony could be filed in Proceeding No. 16A-0117E.

14. The OCC states that it also conferred with Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) and that Staff indicated it has not yet determined a position on the Motion to Consolidate.

D. Findings and Conclusions 

15. We find good cause to coordinate responses to the Motion to Consolidate with the June 1, 2016 deadline for intervention filings and pleadings in both Proceeding Nos. 16A-0117E and 16V-0314E.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Responses to the Motion to Consolidate Proceeding Nos. 16A-0117E and 
16V-0314E filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel on May 18, 2016 shall be filed no later than June 1, 2016.
2. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 26, 2016.
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