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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for consideration of a petition filed on April 7, 2016 by Colorado Natural Gas Inc. (CNG or Company) pursuant to Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 
723-1-1003 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, seeking a waiver and variance of Commission Rules 4 CCR 723-4-4752(c), and 4753 of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, and for waiver of response time.  
2. CNG’s application for its 2014 through 2016 Demand Side Management (DSM) Plan, filed under Proceeding No. 13A-0467G was approved in Decision No. C13-0793 on June 27, 2013. 

3. Pursuant to Rule 4752(c) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators 4 CCR 723-4, a gas utility is required to submit its three-year DSM Plan by May 1st of the final year of the current DSM Plan. This motion is made requesting relief from that requirement. 

4. To implement its DSM plans, CNG has partnered with other gas utilities, namely Atmos Energy Corporation and SourceGas Distribution, LLC, in a collaboration to reduce costs and build an operational DSM infrastructure that allowed the integration of program marketing, vendors, administration, and delivery.  The collaboration also provided for the bulk purchase of program materials, and consistent training on program protocols and guidelines.  Through the collaboration, the rebate program infrastructure resided on a website common to all three utilities that also provided a single phone number for customers to call. 
5. This collaboration has been dissolved, in part, due to the acquisition of SourceGas by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility, LP., as approved in Proceeding No. 15A-0667G by Decision No. R16-0058, effective January 22, 2016.  As a result of the dissolution, CNG must now submit an individual plan and programs, conduct evaluations, and manage its plan without the assistance of the collaboration.    
6. To provide sufficient time to develop a standalone plan, CNG requests an extension of time beyond the May 1st deadline required by Commission rules.  The Company requests an extension of its due date to at least September 1, 2016.

7. No petitions to intervene were filed regarding the petition.  It is therefore uncontested.  The Commission has the authority determine any application without the necessity of a formal oral hearing under its modified procedure in accordance with § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule of Practice and Procedure 4 CCR 723-1-1403.

8. To date, all CNG DSM plan applications have been granted without a hearing, in part because CNG is a relatively small natural gas utility.  If the next triennial plan application is submitted by September 1, 2016 and is also granted without a hearing, it will likely be implemented by January 1, 2017.  However, if the next triennial plan is not approved in time to allow for a January 1, 2017 implementation, the existing plan can be extended to allow sufficient time for the next plan to be addressed.  
9. Based on all of the above, we find good cause to grant the petition. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. The petition filed by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. on April 7, 2016, for approval of its revised annual Gas Demand-Side Management Cost Adjustment and for waiver of response time is granted.
2. Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. shall file its next triennial plan no later than September 1, 2016.
3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.
4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date. 
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
May 18, 2016.
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