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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, 
OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision establishes a shortened notice and intervention period for the Application for Approval to Refund a Credit Received from Tallgrass Interstate Gas Transmission, LLC (Application) and Petition for Waiver from Certain Commission Rules (Petition) filed in combination by Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy (Black Hills) on April 29, 2016.

2. Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff), shall be due on May 13, 2016.

B. Discussion

3. In the Application and Petition filing, Black Hills states that it received a credit from Tallgrass Interstate Gas Transmission, LLC (Tallgrass) in its February 2016 invoice for FERC-regulated intrastate pipeline services.  Black Hills states that $2,047.26 of the credit from Tallgrass is applicable to all classes of customers taking sales service in its North Eastern rate area.  Black Hills seeks to refund this amount to customers and to accomplish such refund through a credit to its North Eastern Gas Cost Adjustment (GCA) deferred balance no later than June 1, 2016.  The total amount to be credited to the North Eastern GCA deferred balance is $2,048.65, which includes $1.39 of interest.
4. Rule 4 CCR 723-4-4401(c) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators requires a gas utility to pay 90 percent of all undistributed refund balances, plus associated interest, to the nonprofit corporation established for low-income energy assistance pursuant to § 40-8.5-104, C.R.S., presently Energy Outreach Colorado.  Rule 4 CCR 723-4-4401(d) requires the payment to the energy assistance organization, with interest, within four months after the refund is deemed undistributed.  

5. Black Hills requests a one-time full waiver of these rules, stating that the administrative burden of tracking by customer the receipt of the credit amount received from Tallgrass outweighs the overall benefit of the refund itself. Black Hills seeks to credit the full amount of the refund of $2,047.26 plus interest to the North Eastern GCA deferred balance with no undistributed balances.

6. Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1207(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure requires a utility to provide notice to customers of a proposed refund within three days.
7. Black Hills requests a Commission grant a partial waiver from this rule so that the Company can provide notice to customers as soon as practicable but sometime after three days.

8. Because Black Hills seeks to account for the Tallgrass credit amount in its North Eastern GCA before June 1, 2016, the Company requests a shortened notice and intervention period of 10 days regarding the Application and Petition.  
C. Findings and Conclusions

9. We find good cause to grant Black Hills’ request for a shortened notice and intervention period.  Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of Staff, shall be filed no later than May 13, 2016.
10. The Application and the Petition are available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the Commission’s notice that the Application for Approval to Refund a Credit Received from Tallgrass Interstate Gas Transmission, LLC and the Petition for Waiver from Certain Commission Rules have been filed.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy to shorten the notice and intervention period for the Application for Approval to Refund a Credit Received from Tallgrass Interstate Gas Transmission, LLC (Application) and Petition for Waiver from Certain Commission Rules (Petition) filed in combination on April 29, 2016 is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. The notice and intervention period shall expire at 5:00 p.m. on 
May 13, 2016.

3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by May 13, 2016.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  

4. All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

5. The Commission may consider the Application and Petition without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the petition.

6. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 5, 2016.
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