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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On April 15, 2016, Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc. (Wilderness Journeys), filed an application for emergency temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) PUC No. 16400 by revising Item (II)(B).

2. Item (II)(B) of CPCN No. 16400 currently reads:

Transportation in call-and-demand shuttle service of 
passengers 
between all points within a ten-mile radius of the intersesction of 
U. S. Highway 84 and U. S. Highway 160 near Pagosa Springs, Colorado, on the one hand, and all points in the Counties of La Plata, San Juan, and [Montezuma], State of Colorado, on the other hand.
RESTRICTION:
Restricted against providing service which originates at points in the Counties of La Plata, San Juan, and Montezuma, State of Colorado.
3. Wilderness Journeys is requesting that Item (II)(B) be revised to read:

Transportation in call-and-demand shuttle service of 
passengers 
between all points in the Counties of Archuleta and Mineral, State of Colorado, on the one hand, and all points in the Counties of La Plata, San Juan, and Monteuma, State of Colorado, on the other hand.

RESTRICTION:
Restricted against providing service which originates at points in the Counties of San Juan, and Montezuma, State of Colorado.

4. Pursuant to § 40-10.1-204(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no such service capable of meeting the need."  Section 40-10.1-204(4), C.R.S., further states: "If the Commission determines that an emergency exists, it may issue temporary authority or approval at once by making specific reference in its order to the circumstances constituting the emergency, in which case no notice need be given, but any such emergency authority or approval expires no later than thirty days after it was issued."

5. Wilderness Journeys must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an emergency need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Wilderness Journeys fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

6. Mr. Kevin Metzler, the owner of Wilderness Journeys, provided the following statement to support this application:

I Kevin Metzler, residing at 51 Homestead Drive, Pagosa Springs. Co. 81147 attest that there is a need for Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc. to obtain Authority to pick up passengers from [the] La Plata County Airport.  The only other Carrier
 with Authority here in Pagosa Springs has the Authority, but no contract in place with the Airport.  Being that Pagosa [Springs’s] main economy is tourism there is a high demand for such services.  Even if the carrier does get a contract in place, they have only one vehicle registered and our registered fleet has a total of 6 vehicles and 4 of them are 4 wheel drive that can handle adverse weather conditions.  I file this to my best knowledge that all statements are correct and true.

7. Item (II)(B) of CPCN PUC No. 16400 authorizes call-and-demand shuttle service between points in a portion of Archuleta County and all points in La Plata County but is restricted against service that originates in La Plata County.  As an example, Wilderness Journeys may not provide call-and-demand shuttle service that originates at the La Plata Airport County and terminates at points in Archuleta County within a ten-mile radius of the intersesction of 
U. S. Highway 84 and U. S. Highway 160 near Pagosa Springs, Colorado. 

8. Item (II)(C) of CPCN PUC No. 16400 authorizes the transportation in 
call-and-demand shuttle service of passengers between the Fairfield Resort
 located approximately three and one-half miles west of Pagosa Springs, Colorado, on the one hand, and all points in the Counties of La Plata and San Juan, State of Colorado, on the other hand.  Therefore, under Item (II)(C) Wilderness Journeys may provide call-and-demand shuttle service that originates at the La Plata Airport County and terminates at the Wyndham Resort
 in Archuleta County.  The restriction to Item (II)(B) which does not allow call-and-demand shuttle service that originates in La Plata County and terminates at points in Archuleta County within a ten-mile radius of the intersesction of U. S. Highway 84 and U. S. Highway 160 near Pagosa Springs appears to conflict with the service authorized by Item (II)(C).
9. Therefore, the Commission finds that the support provided by Wilderness Journeys shows that there is an emergency need for the transportation services requested in this application, and there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.

10. The Commission also finds that Wilderness Journeys has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

11. This application for emergency temporary authority is in the public interest.

12. Wilderness Journeys is advised that the grant of an emergency temporary authority creates no presumption that either a temporary or permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc. is granted emergency temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 16400 for a period of 30 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Decision, with authority as set forth in the Appendix.
2. Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc. shall not commence the extended operations until it has complied with the requirements of Colorado laws and Commission rules, including without limitation:
a)
filing an advice letter and tariff on not less than one day’s notice.  
The advice letter and tariff shall be filed as a new Advice Letter proceeding and shall comply with all applicable rules.  In calculating the proposed effective date, the date received at the Commission is not included in the notice period and the entire notice period must expire prior to the effective date. (Additional tariff information can be found on the Commission’s website at www.colorado.gov/dora/puc and by following the transportation and common carrier links to tariffs.)]; and,

(b)
paying the applicable issuance fee ($5).
3. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
April 20, 2016.
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Doug Dean, Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________
                                        Commissioners

COMMISSIONER FRANCES A. KONCILJA ABSENT.



� Pagosa Cab was issued authority under Certificate No. 55878 to provide call-and-demand shuttle and taxi service between named points in the Counties of Archuleta and La Plata on March 7, 2016.  A review of Commission records does shows that Pagosa Cab has purchased one vehicle identification stamp for 2016.


� The Fairfield Resort is now a Wyndham Resort facility.


� The Wyndham Resort is located points within a ten-mile radius of the intersesction of U. S. Highway 84 and U. S. Highway 160 near Pagosa Springs, Colorado.
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