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OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision establishes a shortened notice and intervention period for the Unopposed Petition for Variance and Application for a One-Year Extension of the 2014-2016 Demand Side Management Plan (Petition) filed by Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy (BH Distribution) on April 8, 2016.

2. Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff), shall be due on April 22, 2016.

B. Discussion

3. The Commission approved the 2014-2016 Demand Side Management (DSM) Plan filed by SourceGas Distribution LLC (now BH Distribution, as explained below) by Decision No. C13-0792, issued June 26, 2013, in Proceeding No. 13A-0458G.  
4. The approved DSM Plan includes following six programs: (a) Energy Audit Program; (b) Efficient Natural Gas Rebate Program; (c) Income Qualified Program: Weatherization/kits; (d) Income Qualified Program: Fuel Conversion; (e) Energy-Efficiency Kits Program; and (f) the Custom Energy Efficiency Program. BH Distribution’s Current DSM Plan expires on December 31, 2016. 
5. On August 10, 2015, SourceGas Distribution LLC, Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC, SourceGas LLC, and SourceGas Holdings LLC (collectively, the SourceGas Companies), and Black Hills Utility Holdings, Inc. (BHUH) filed a Joint Application for approval of a transaction where, as a result of BHUH’s purchase of SourceGas Holdings LLC, the SourceGas Companies would become subsidiaries of BHUH (Proceeding No. 15A-0667G). 

6. Decision No. R16-0058 approved the acquisition of SourceGas Holdings LLC (including SourceGas Distribution LLC) by BHUH, and it became the decision of the Commission by operation of law on February 11, 2016. On February 12, 2016, the transaction approved by Decision No. R16-0058 closed. Upon the closing, SourceGas Distribution LLC changed its name to Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC and BH Distribution and Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP (BH-COG) became affiliates. 

7. BH-COG also has a DSM plan in place. That plan, which was filed in Proceeding No. 14A-0488G and approved through Decision No. C14-0733 is effective from January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2017 (the BH-COG DSM Plan).
8. BH Distribution explains requested variance and extension are granted, both BH Distribution and BH-COG would be able to file substantially similar, but separate, gas DSM plan applications covering plan years 2018 through 2020 on May 1, 2017. The Petition states that allowing BH Distribution and BH-COG to file their gas DSM plans at the same time next year, covering the same plan period has advantages that include allowing company personnel that developed and administers the BH-COG DSM Plan to become familiar with BH Distribution’s service territory and DSM needs. As a result, BH Distribution and BH-COG will be better positioned in 2017 to file proposed DSM plans that include similar programs and methods for developing goals that adopt best practices.

9. BH Distribution requests that the Commission shorten the 40-day notice and intervention period set forth in Rule 1206(d), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  The Company requests a ten-day notice and intervention period.  
10. BH Distribution states that it has conferred with Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) regarding this combined petition and application. There were no intervening parties in Proceeding No. 13A-0458G and Staff does not oppose the relief requested.
C. Findings and Conclusions

11. We find good cause to grant BH Distribution’s request for a shortened notice and intervention period.  Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of Staff, shall be due on April 22, 2016.
12. The Petition for Variance and Application for a One-Year Extension of the 2014‑2016 Demand Side Management Plan is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the Commission’s notice that the Petition for a Variance and Application has been filed.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC d/b/a Black Hills Energy to shorten the notice and intervention period for the Unopposed Petition for Variance and Application for a One-Year Extension of the 2014-2016 Demand Side Management Plan filed on April 8, 2016 is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. The notice and intervention period shall expire at 5:00 p.m. on 
April 22, 2016.

3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by April 22, 2016.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  

4. All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

5. The Commission may consider the Petition for Variance and Application without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the petition.

6. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 13, 2016.
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