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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, 
OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusion
1. On February 24, 2016, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed a Motion for Approval of an Independent Evaluator (Motion).  Public Service requests that the Commission approve Accion Group, LLC (Accion) to serve as an independent evaluator (IE) for the Company’s potential development of wind resources pursuant to Rule 3660(h) of the Commission’s Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Rules at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3650, et seq.
2. Public Service states that it is currently evaluating the potential to develop and own new eligible energy resources pursuant to Rule 3660(h).  The Company explains that the approval of an IE under Rule 3660(h)(V) represents the first step in any potential Rule 3660(h) proceeding.  Public Service states that the IE needs to be approved by the Commission, and the IE needs to develop its report as required under Rule 3660(h)(V), prior to the filing of any application by the Company under Rule 3660(h).
3. Rule 3660(h) implements § 40-2-124(1)(f)(I), C.R.S., that requires the Commission to “provide incentives” to Public Service, such as allowing the Company to develop and own as rate-based investment certain amounts of new eligible energy resources provided that such resources “can be constructed at reasonable cost compared to the cost of similar eligible energy resources available in the market.”  
4. Rules 3660(h)(I) and (II) address the provisions in § 40-2-124(1)(f)(I), C.R.S., that exempt Public Service from the competitive bidding typically required pursuant to a Commission-approved Electric Resource Plan (ERP).  When adopting Rule 3660(h)(V) [initially numbered as Rule 3660(e)(V)], the Commission found that an IE will “bring to the Commission, essential and unbiased information concerning national and regional construction costs for new renewable resources.”
   

5. Public Service states that Accion fulfills all of the requirements for an IE Under Rule 3660(h)(V).  
6. Public Service requests that the Commission issue a decision approving Accion to serve as an IE within 30 days, or March 26, 2016.  Public Service argues that time is of the essence due to the extension of the federal production tax credit (PTC).  The Company explains that while the PTC has been extended for five years, it declines after December 31, 2016.  Public Service states that it may pursue approval to develop and own wind resources and take advantage of the PTC for customers. 
7. Public Service states that there are no other parties to this Proceeding at this time because the Company has not yet filed an application under Rule 3660(h) to develop and own the wind resources.  Public Service states that, based upon an expectation that Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel will be able to intervene by right in this Proceeding, Public Service conferred with them and is authorized to state that they do not oppose the requested approval of Accion to serve as the IE.
8. Rule 3660(h)(V) establishes no specific process for a proposal to approve an IE in advance of an application filing under Rule 3660(h).  

9. We find good cause to issue this Decision for the purpose of providing notice to interested persons, firms, or corporations.
10. The Motion is available in the Commission’s E-Filings System at:

https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.Show_Docket?p_session_id=&p_docket_id=16A-0117E.  The Motion also is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the Commission’s notice that the Motion to Approve an Independent Evaluator Under Rule 3660(h)(V) has been filed.
11. Responses to the Motion shall be filed no later than March 18, 2016.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Responses to the Motion for Approval of an Independent Evaluator filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on February 24, 2016 shall be filed no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 18, 2016.
2. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 2, 2016.
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