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I.  BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This Decision grants a Letter of Registration (LOR) to InteleTel, LLC (InteleTel or Company), to provide switched access services throughout Colorado, subject to the conditions contained in this Decision.
2. InteleTel must file an Advice Letter and accompanying tariff on not less than 30 days’ notice, to be effective within 1 year from the Mailed Date of this Decision, consistent with the discussion below.
B.  Procedural History
3. On October 22, 2015, InteleTel filed an Application for an LOR to provide emerging competitive telecommunications service pursuant to Rule 2103 of the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and  Products, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2 (Application).  InteleTel does not currently operate as a telecommunications provider in Colorado.

4. On October 26, 2015, notice of the Application was provided to all persons, firms, or corporations, interested in or affected by the grant or denial of the requested relief.  Interventions were due on or before November 25, 2015.  No interventions were filed.

5. Also on October 26, 2015, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) sent InteleTel a deficiency letter requesting additional information about the Company’s finances, operations, plan for operations in Colorado, and adverse decisions by other regulatory bodies.  

6. InteleTel responded with additional information on November 3, 2015.  

7. On December 11, 2015, Staff sent additional questions to InteleTel about whether it intended to enter into contracts with other local exchange carriers or into revenue sharing arrangements with free calling service companies.

8. InteleTel responded with additional information on December 18, 2015.  
C. Discussion

9. We find that the application contains all of the information required by applicable Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete.

10. No party has filed an intervention opposing the application. We therefore find that the application is unopposed and may be considered without a formal hearing pursuant to 
§ 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

1. Public Interest 
11. InteleTel intends to offer switched access services to other carriers.  It does not intend to offer local exchange services to consumers.  InteleTel included a confidential filing of its financial statements in the Application.  Staff is satisfied that InteleTel has sufficient financial resources to support switched access service.
12. We find that granting the Application is not contrary to the public interest.  We will grant InteleTel an LOR to provide switched access services as a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier (CLEC), subject to conditions contained in this Decision.

2. Rates for Switched Access Services

13. InteleTel states that they intend to set their rates for switched access service to equal the rates of Century Link QC (Qwest Corporation), a price cap Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier (ILEC) in Colorado.  Under 47 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 51.907, intrastate switched access rates must be the same as interstate switched access rates.
14. Under 47 CFR § 61.26, the switched access rates charged by a CLEC are affected by the CLEC’s service territory and whether the CLEC is engaging in access stimulation.

15. InteleTel has not indicated the specific parts of Colorado it intends to serve.  We direct InteleTel to identify its service territory in the advice letter it files with its initial tariff filing.  “Service territory” can be identified in the advice letter filed with the tariff, or could be included in local exchange maps provided or incorporated by reference in the Company’s tariff.  The description of the service territory must be sufficient for the Commission to determine whether InteleTel qualifies as a rural CLEC under 47 CFR § 61.26(a)(5).
16. We also direct InteleTel to notify the Commission if it engages in access stimulation, as defined by 47 CFR § 61.3.  Under 47 CFR § 61.26(g), InteleTel must alter its switched access rates within 45 days of commencing access stimulation if its rates are higher than the rates of the price cap Local Exchange Carrier with the lowest switched access rates in the state.
 
II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:
1. The application filed on October 22, 2015, by InteleTel, LLC (InteleTel), is deemed complete.

2. Applicant InteleTel is granted a Letter of Registration (LOR) to provide switched access service throughout Colorado, subject to the following conditions.

3. Applicant InteleTel shall serve customers in its service territory on a 
non-discriminatory basis per § 40-3-102, C.R.S. However, InteleTel shall not be required to extend service to customers where the underlying facilities-based provider has no facilities.

4. Before commencing operations under this LOR to provide switched access services, InteleTel shall file an Advice Letter and accompanying tariff, on not less than 30 days’ notice, to be effective within 1 year from the Mailed Date of this Decision.  The proposed tariff shall contain all the information required under Rule 2122 of the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2.  InteleTel shall comply with 47 Code of Federal Regulations § 61.26. 

5. In accordance with the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, InteleTel must maintain its books of accounts and records using Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.

6. Consistent with terms and conditions established in previous Commission decisions, InteleTel shall contribute, on the basis of gross intrastate operating revenues, to the Public Utilities Commission’s Fixed Utilities Fund, the Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism, the Disabled Telephone Users Fund (pursuant to 4 CCR 723-2-2827(b)), and other financial support mechanisms that may be created in the future by the Commission to implement §§ 40-15-502(4) and (5), C.R.S.
7. If InteleTel fails to comply with the conditions set forth above, including failure to file an effective tariff as required by Ordering Paragraph No. 4, the LOR granted by this Decision shall be deemed null and void. 
8. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

9. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
February 10, 2016.
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Doug Dean, Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________

Commissioners


� A CLEC engages in access stimulation when it: (1) has an access revenue sharing agreement, in which payment is based on the billing or collection of access charges from interexchange or wireless carriers; and (2) has either a 3:1 interstate termination-to-originating traffic ratio in a calendar month, or has more than 100 percent growth in interstate originating or terminating switched access minutes of use in a month compared to the same month in the preceding year.  See 47 CFR § 61.3(bbb).


� The four price cap Local Exchange Carriers in Colorado are: El Paso County Telephone, CenturyTel of Eagle, CenturyTel of Colorado, and CenturyLink QC (Qwest Corporation).
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