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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an Unopposed Motion for Leave to Intervene and Enter an Appearance Out of Time filed by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) on January 29, 2016.

2. On January 15, 2016, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application requesting that the Commission issue a decision approving its Gas Price Volatility Mitigation (GPVM) Plans for the gas purchase year July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017.

3. Public Service specifically requests that the Commission approve the hedging strategy and implementation plans for the 2016-17 Gas Purchase Year; the proposed quantity of gas to be hedged; the timing of the hedges; the types of hedging instruments that the Company intends to use in implementing the proposed hedging plan; the annual hedging budget; and the amount of hedging costs that the Company may incur.
4. Pursuant to Commission Decision No. C04-1112, in Proceeding No. 02A-267G issued September 22, 2004, the Commission approved the procedures and parameters for Public Service’s annual GPVM Plan filings.  Public Service filed its electric and natural gas GPVM Plans in accordance with those procedures, which included a highly expedited procedural schedule.
5. In Staff’s motion, it states that it seeks intervention in Public Service’s Gas Department GPVM Plan, but does not contest the Electric Department GPVM Plan.  Staff states it has ongoing questions and potential concerns about the filing, and believes the Commission would benefit from a more thorough review of the application by Staff.  Staff is awaiting additional information to assist in its review, and will engage Public Service in discussions in regard to any modifications.  Staff also seeks additional time to conduct an initial review of the Company’s just filed application for approval of a cost of service gas program in Proceeding No. 16A-0053G.  Staff also requests that the Commission not adopt the Company’s proposed procedural schedule, but allow the parties to propose a stipulated procedural schedule.

6. We believe that Staff’s participation in the gas GPVM proceeding will allow for a more thorough review of the application, and note that the intervention is unopposed.  Further, consultations with the Company and any resulting modifications to the plan may serve to resolve any outstanding issues.  We agree with Staff that, because of the need to resolve such issues, the parties should jointly propose a stipulated procedural schedule.
7. We therefore grant Staff’s unopposed intervention, and will direct the parties to propose a stipulated procedural schedule as soon as practical, but no later than February 24, 2016.  We will also waive response time to Staff’s motion for late intervention.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion of Staff for Leave to Intervene and Enter an Appearance Out of Time is granted.

2. Response time to the motion is hereby waived.

3. The parties are directed to file a stipulated procedural schedule as soon as practical, but no later than February 24, 2016.

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 3, 2016.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




3

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












