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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusion
1. On December 21, 2015, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) filed an Unopposed Petition for Variance of Requirement to Conduct an Evaluation, Measurement and Valuation
 on the Appliance Recycling Program Under the 2012-2015 Electric Demand Side Management Plan and Request for Shortened Notice and Intervention Period (Petition).  In support of the Petition, Black Hills states that it has conferred with all parties to its 2012 through 2015 Demand Side Management (DSM) Plan proceeding and that no party opposes the request for variance.  

2. The Appliance Recycling Program was a component of the Company’s Electric DSM Plan for program years 2012 through 2015.  The Commission has required Black Hills to conduct an Evaluation, Measurement and Verification (EM&V) of its 2015 Appliance Recycling Program on a three-year rotating schedule to determine whether the program is achieving its goals.
  

3. Black Hills states that it received notice that the vendor for the 2015 Appliance Recycling Program is in receivership with its primary lender.  Thus, the Company is securing the services of a new vendor for the Appliance Recycling Program for the 2016 Plan Year, which is subject to the 2016 through 2018 DSM Plan approved in Decision No. R15-1292 in Proceeding No. 15A-0424E on December 8, 2015.  The Company believes conducting an EM&V of the Appliance Recycling Program for Plan Year 2015 is not an appropriate use of resources.

4. Black Hills also requested that a variance be effective less than 40 days after the date of filing.  As required by Rule 1003(b), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, Black Hills also requested that the Commission shorten the 
30-day notice and intervention period set forth in Rule 1206(d), 4 CCR 723-1.  The Company requested a ten-day notice and intervention period.  The Commission granted the Company’s request for a ten-day notice and intervention period in Decision No. C15-1341-I, effective December 23, 2015.  

5. The Commission finds good cause to grant the Petition.  The Company’s request for a variance from the requirement in Decision No. R12-0900 and the underlying Settlement Agreement that Black Hills conduct an EM&V of the Appliance Recycling Program for Plan Year 2015 is granted.  All other aspects of Decision No. R12-0900 and the underlying Settlement Agreement remain in effect.  

II. order
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Unopposed Petition for Variance of Requirement to Conduct an Evaluation, Measurement and Valuation on the Appliance Recycling Program Under The 2012-2015 Electric Demand Side Management Plan and Request for Shortened Notice and Intervention Period, filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP on December 21, 2015, is granted.  

2. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., in which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.  

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 13, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________
                                        Commissioners

COMMISSIONER FRANCES A. KONCILJA NOT PARTICIPATING.



� The body of the Petition refers to “Evaluation, Measurement and Verification” [emphasis added].  The Commission will rule on the variance of the requirement for Black Hills to conduct an Evaluation, Measurement and Verification of the Appliance Recycling Program.   


� Decision No. R12-0900, effective August 3, 2012, in Proceeding No. 12A-100E (affirmed by Decision No. C12-1122, effective September 26, 2012), ¶ 43.
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