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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision grants the Motion for Approval of Alternative Form of Notice filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company (Black Hills or the Company) on December 30, 2015.
B. Findings and Conclusions
2. On December 30, 2015, Black Hills filed Advice Letter No. 575-Gas to amend the Company’s tariff to:  (a) allow for a Construction Payment Option for customers with permanent service who are required to pay a Construction Payment; and (b) clarify other terms of the Extension Policies contained in Section 20 of the Company’s Colo. PUC No. 3 Tariff.  Black Hills requests that the amended tariff become effective February 3, 2016.  The amended tariff would affect all customer classes that fall under the tariff’s Extension Policies.

3. On the same date, Black Hills filed a motion for approval of an alternative form notice that will apply to Advice Letter No. 575-Gas.

4. In its motion for alternative notice, Black Hills seeks authorization to use the following alternative forms of notice:

(a)
filing of Advice Letter No. 575-Gas with the Commission and keeping the filing open for public inspection;

(b)
posting on the website for Black Hills Energy: (1) a Customer Notice attached to the Application as Attachment 1, and (2) Advice Letter No. 575-Gas and its accompanying appendices for 60 days beginning within one week after the filing of Advice Letter No. 575-Gas; 
(c)
printing a message on each applicable customer’s bill providing the website URL for the Customer Notice and Advice Letter No. 575-Gas and its accompanying appendices, and a toll-free phone number for assistance, beginning within one week after filing Advice Letter No. 575-Gas; and

(d)
publishing a legal notice of Advice Letter No. 575-Gas (attached to the Application as Attachment 1), in The Colorado Springs Gazette, a newspaper of general circulation for the service territory, on two consecutive Tuesdays, January 5 and January 12, 2016.
5. In support of its proposed alternative form of notice, Black Hills contends that these methods of providing notice are expeditious and economic for the Company’s customers because: (a) a bill message, unlike a bill insert, provides more visibility to the customer because it is presented on the first page of the bill, where the customer looks for the amount due and the payment deadline; (b) the toll-free phone number provided in the bill message will give customers a second option to learn more about the amended tariffs if they cannot access the internet for the Company’s website; (c) the website posting will provide the required information regarding the amended tariffs to the general public; and (d) the newspaper publications will provide accessible and timely notice across the Company’s entire service territory. 
6. The Commission finds good cause to grant the motion for alternative notice.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Black Hills is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public. 

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Approval of Alternative Form of Notice, filed December 30, 2015, by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, is granted.
2. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
January 6, 2016.
	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________



GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________

Commissioners




3

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












