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I. STATEMENT  
1. On August 10, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service, or Applicant), filed a Verified Application that seeks a Commission Order Extending its Approved Electric and Gas Quality of Service Plans for an additional three years to December 31, 2018.  That filing commenced this proceeding.  

2. On August 12, 2015, the Commission issued its Notice of Application Filed (Notice).  That Notice established an intervention period and contained a pro forma procedural schedule.  This Decision will vacate that procedural schedule. 
3. On September 11, 2015, the Colorado Energy Consumers (CEC) timely filed its Motion to Intervene.  The CEC states that the application shall have a direct and substantial impact on its interests and the electric services CEC members receive and potential pay for electricity.

4. On September 14, 2015, Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) timely filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a) and Rule 1403(b), and Request for Hearing.  The intervention is of right, and Staff is a party in this matter.  
5. On September 23, 2015, by Minute Order, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).
6. On September 28, 2015, Public Service filed its Unopposed Motion to Stay Procedural Deadlines for Filing Direct and Answer Testimony to Enable Settlement Discussions Among the Parties (Motion). In the Motion, Public Service requests that the pro forma procedural schedule contained within the Notice be stayed. Public Service also states that it has no objection to the intervention of CEC.
A. Procedural Schedule  

7. The procedural schedule as stated in the Notice shall be vacated.  As part of the discussion during the pre-hearing conference as discussed in more detail below, dates for filing of testimony, witness lists, and copies of exhibits shall be determined.

8. The Motion filed by Public Service is moot.  
B. Intervention

9. Public Service does not object to the intervention of CEC.

10. Good cause is found to allow the intervention of CEC.

11. CEC shall be a party to this proceeding.

C. Prehearing Conference

12. A prehearing conference is necessary to discuss the matters identified below and to establish a procedural schedule and hearing dates in this matter.  The ALJ will schedule a prehearing conference in this matter for October 22, 2015.  

13. At the prehearing conference, the Parties must be prepared to discuss:  (a) the date by which the Applicant will file its direct testimony and exhibits; (b) the date by which Intervenors will file their Answer testimony and exhibits; (c) the date by which Applicant will file its rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (d) the date by which each party will file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (e) the date by which each party will file its prehearing motions;
 (f) whether a final prehearing conference is necessary and, if it is, the date for that prehearing conference; (g) the date by which the Parties will file any stipulation or settlement reached;
 (h) dates for the evidentiary hearing; and (i) the date by which each party will file its 
post-hearing statement of position, to which no response will be permitted.  

14. At the prehearing conference, the Parties must be prepared to discuss any matter pertaining to discovery if the procedures and timeframes contained in Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1405 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, are not sufficient.  

15. At the prehearing conference, the Parties must be prepared to discuss service of filings and of discovery requests and responses.  

16. At the prehearing conference, the Parties must be prepared to discuss any matter pertaining to the treatment of information claimed to be confidential if the procedures and timeframes contained in Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1100 are not adequate.  This discussion will include the treatment of information for which extraordinary protection may be sought.  

17. At the prehearing conference, a party may raise any additional issue.  

18. The ALJ expects the Parties to come to the prehearing conference with proposed dates for the procedural schedule and evidentiary hearing.  The Parties must consult prior to the prehearing conference with respect to the matters to be discussed at the prehearing conference.  The ALJ encourages the Parties to present, if possible, a procedural schedule and hearing dates that are satisfactory to all Parties.  
19. The Parties are advised, and are on notice, that failure to attend or to participate in the prehearing conference will be deemed a waiver of objection to the decisions made, the procedural schedule established, and the hearing dates established at the prehearing conference. 

20. If the Parties reach agreement on a procedural schedule, they may file the proposed procedural schedule and a motion to vacate the prehearing conference. 

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The procedural schedule established in the Notice of Application Filed dated August 12, 2015 is vacated.  

2. A prehearing conference in this matter is scheduled as follows:  

DATE:
October 22, 2015  

TIME:
10:00 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  

3. The Unopposed Motion to Stay Procedural Deadlines for Filing Direct and Answer Testimony to Enable Settlement Discussions Among the Parties, filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on September 28, 2015 is deemed moot.

4. The intervention of Colorado Energy Consumers filed on September 11, 2015 is granted.

5. Failure to attend or to participate in the prehearing conference shall be deemed a waiver of objection to the decisions made, the procedural schedule established, and the hearing dates established at the prehearing conference.  
6. If the Parties reach agreement on a procedural schedule, they may file the proposed procedural schedule and a motion to vacate the prehearing conference
7. The Parties shall be held to the advisements in this Decision.  
8. This Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� This date must be at least seven days before the final prehearing conference or, if there is no final prehearing conference, it must be at least ten days before commencement of the hearing.  


�  This date must be at least five business days before the first day of hearing.  
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