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I. statement
1. On July 14, 2015, Western Resource Advocated (WRA) filed an Unopposed Motion for Administrative Notice (Motion) pursuant to Rules 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1400 and 1501(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.

2. WRA refers to the Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company (Black Hills) application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity seeking authorization to acquire the 60 megawatt Peak View Wind Project filed in Proceeding No. 15A-0502E, which has been consolidated with Proceeding No. 13A-0445E, Black Hills’ most recent Electric Resource Plan.

3. WRA requests that the Commission take administrative notice of certain filings in Proceeding No 15A-0502E that relate to the Peak View Wind Project and its possible impact on Black Hills’ Renewable Energy Standard (RES) compliance.  WRA asserts that if approved, the Peak View Wind Project would begin producing energy and Renewable Energy Credits in late 2016.  WRA concludes that the Peak View Wind project therefore may have an impact in Black Hills’ ability to comply with the RES over the period of the RES Plan.  

4. WRA specifically requests that the Commission take administrative notice of the following documents in its files:

The CPCN application filed on June 23, 2015 in Proceeding No. 15A-0502E;

Stoffel Supplemental Direct Testimony, filed on June 23, 2015, in Proceeding No. 13A-0445E; and

Seaman Supplemental Direct Testimony, filed June 23, 2015, in Proceeding No. 13A-0445E;

5. WRA states that it seeks administrative notice of those documents for the limited purpose of reflecting what Black Hills has requested in a separate proceeding, in order to ensure the record in this proceeding is complete.

6. WRA also includes a Rule 1400(a) statement of conferral which indicates that no party opposes the Motion.  

II. findings and conclusions

7. Rule 1501(c) provides in relevant part:

The Commission may take administrative notice of … documents in its files … Any person requesting administrative notice shall specify on the record every fact to be noticed.  In addition, unless already filed with the Commission, the person requesting administrative notice shall provide a complete copy of the document that contains any fact to be noticed as an exhibit in the proceeding … Every party shall have the opportunity on the record and by evidence, to controvert evidence admitted by administrative notice.

8. WRA’s request for administrative notice comports with the requirements of Rule 1501(c).  The documents for which WRA requests administrative notice are contained within the Commission’s files.  WRA also specifies the purpose of taking administrative notice of the documents.  Therefore, good cause is found to grant the Motion and take administrative notice of the requested documents.  It is noted that the grant of this Motion does not preclude any party from the opportunity on the record and by evidence, to controvert the evidence in the documents for which administrative notice has been taken.

III. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion of Western Resource Advocates for Administrative Notice filed on July 14, 2015 is granted consistent with the discussion above.

2. Administrative Notice shall be taken of the Verified Application of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to Purchase and own a 60 Megawatt Wind Electric Generating Plant Pursuant to Decision No. C15-0373 filed on June 23, 2015.

3. Administrative Notice shall be taken of the Supplemental Direct Testimony and Attachments of Frederic C. Stoffel on behalf of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP filed on June 23, 2015.

4. Administrative Notice shall be taken of the Supplemental Direct Testimony and Attachments of Lisa M. Seaman on behalf of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP filed on June 23, 2015.

5. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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