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I. Statement

1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) on May 15, 2015 by Decision No. C15-0456, regarding Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, that concern Commission consideration of Best Value Employment Metrics in certain Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application proceedings. 

2. The purpose of the NOPR was to provide notice that the Commission is considering amendments to the rules consistent with House Bill 13-1292 and Commission Decision No. C14-1352 in Proceeding No. 13R-1151E issued November 12, 2014.  According to the legislation, under § 40-2-219, C.R.S., the Commission is to consider, on a qualitative basis, factors that affect employment and the long-term economic viability of Colorado communities as part of those CPCN proceedings involving electric generation pollution control and fuel conversion projects of existing coal-fired power plants.

3. Pursuant to the NOPR, the Commission set a schedule for the filing of comments, replies, and a date for a public hearing on the proposed rules.  The Commission requested that initial comments be filed no later than June 25, 2015.  The Commission also requested that reply comments be submitted no later than July 24, 2015. The Commission established a public hearing date of August 13, 2015.
4. On June 10, 2015, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. 
(Tri-State) filed an unopposed Motion to Extend Comment Schedule (Motion).  According to 
Tri-State, a consensus proposal between interested parties may be possible.  Tri-State, along with Public Service Company of Colorado, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, Western Resource Advocates, the Colorado Building and Construction Trades Council, and the Rocky Mountain Environmental Labor Coalition, and the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment/Air Division all agree that extending the comment schedule will allow stakeholders time in which to determine whether a consensus proposal can be reached and submitted as part of the comment process.

5. Therefore, Tri-State requests that the deadline for initial written comments be extended to July 24, 2015, and the deadline for responsive comments be extended to August 5, 2015.  Tri-State does not request that the public comment hearing date be modified. 

6. The Motion states good cause to grant the requested relief.  Extending the comment deadlines will allow the interested stakeholders sufficient time to determine whether a consensus proposal can be reached and submitted for consideration in this rulemaking proceeding.  

7. Consequently, the Motion will be granted.  The deadline for interested parties to file initial comments will be extended to July 24, 2015.  The deadline to file reply comments will be extended to August 5, 2015.  

8. Response time to the Motion will be waived.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion of Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. to Extend Comment Schedule (Motion) is granted.

2. The deadline for interested parties to file written comments shall be extended to July 24, 2015.

3. The deadline for interested parties to file comments responsive to the written comments shall be extended to August 5, 2015.

4. Response time to the Motion is waived.

5. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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