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I. STATEMENT

1. On March 3, 2015, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service, PSCo, or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 876 - Gas.  Generally speaking and as a high-level description of the filing, the Company proposes:  (a) to implement a Multi-Year Rate Plan, which has several components, for the years 2015 through 2017; (b) to increase, through three General Rate Schedule Adjustments (GRSAs) based on Future Test Years, the base rates for its natural gas sales and transportation customers (one GRSA for each year 2015 through 2017); and (c) to extend the applicability of the Pipeline System Integrity Adjustment (PSIA) through December 31, 2020 and to change PSIA programs.  

2. On March 18, 2015, by Decision No. C15-0255, the Commission referred this Proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  

3. Previously-issued Interim Decisions contain the procedural history of this Proceeding.  The procedural history is repeated here as necessary to put this Interim Decision in context.  

A. Further Suspension of Effective Date of Tariff Sheets Appended to 
Amended Advice Letter.  

4. On May 19, 2015, Public Service filed an Amended Advice Letter No. 876 - Gas (Amended Advice Letter).  Proposed tariffs, which have an effective date of June 24, 2015, accompanied the Amended Advice Letter.  

5. On June 1, 2015, by Decision No. R15-0512-I and pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the ALJ set the tariffs filed on May 19, 2015 for hearing.  This suspended the proposed tariffs’ effective date for 120 days from the June 24, 2015 effective date, or until 
October 22, 2015.  

6. Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., provides that the Commission may, in its discretion and by a separate decision, suspend the effective date of the proposed tariffs filed on May 19, 2015 for an additional 90 days.  By this Interim Decision, the ALJ will suspend the June 24, 2015 effective date of the proposed tariffs for an additional 90 days, or until January 20, 2016.  If the Commission does not establish new rates on or before January 20, 2016, the rates filed by Public Service on May 19, 2015 may become effective.  If the Commission does not permanently suspend, on or before January 20, 2016, the tariffs that accompanied the Amended Advice Letter, those tariffs may become effective.  

7. By Decision No. R15-0512-I at ¶¶ 109-110 and Ordering Paragraphs 
No. 15 through 17, the ALJ granted the Unopposed Joint Motion to Place Interim Rates into Effect on October 1, 2015 and permitted Public Service to put interim rates and tariffs (as described in that Interim Decision) into effect.  Permitting Public Service to put interim rates subject to refund with interest into effect and to put the tariffs necessary to implement the interim rates into effect does not affect the statutory requirement that the June 24, 2015 effective date of the proposed tariffs be further suspended to provide the Commission the 210 days within which to issue its Decision in this Proceeding.  

B. Highly Confidential Attachment DAB-21.  

8. On March 10, 2015, Public Service filed a Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information.  By Decision No. R15-0512-I, the ALJ granted that motion; found four types of information to be highly confidential; and ordered extraordinary protections for the four types of highly confidential information.  
9. As more fully described in Decision No. R15-0512-I at ¶ 50, the following types of information are highly confidential:  (a) Highly Confidential Attachment JEM-5 to the Direct Testimony of Public Service Company witness Jannell E. Marks; (b) customer counts and premise sales and demand usage data by tariff based on billing cycles; (c) Quarterly Critical Accounting Policies reports submitted by the Controller of Xcel Energy Services Inc. to the members of the Audit Committee of the Board of Directors of Xcel Energy in compliance with the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002; and (d) salary surveys.  

10. “Information is not, and will not be treated as, highly confidential information in this Proceeding unless a motion seeking extraordinary protection for the information has been granted in this Proceeding.”  Decision No. R15-0512-I at Ordering Paragraph No. 39.  As of the date of the instant Interim Decision, the only types of highly confidential information are those described in Decision No. R15-0512-I at ¶ 50.  

11. On June 3, 2015, Public Service filed the Supplemental Direct Testimony of Deborah A. Blair.  One of the attachments is Highly Confidential Attachment DAB-21 (Attachment).
  From reading PSCo witness Blair’s Supplemental Direct Testimony and from review of the Attachment, the ALJ cannot discern which (if any) type of highly confidential information is contained in the Attachment.  
12. For clarity of the record and to assist the ALJ, the ALJ will order Public Service to file, not later than June 15, 2015, a statement that identifies the type(s) of highly confidential information in the Attachment and that explains the basis or bases for PSCo’s conclusion that the Attachment contains the identified type(s) of highly confidential information.  Because the Company’s statement is informational, no response will be permitted.  If necessary, the ALJ will issue a subsequent Interim Decision.  
II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The June 24, 2015 proposed effective date of the tariff pages filed on May 19, 2015 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) with Amended Advice Letter No. 876-Gas is suspended for an additional 90 days, or until January 20, 2016.  
2. Not later than June 15, 2015, Public Service shall make a filing that complies with ¶ 12 of this Interim Decision.  

3. The Parties are held to the advisements in the Interim Decisions issued in this Proceeding.  

4. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  This reference is to the designation of Attachment DAB-21 as it appears in PSCo witness Blair’s Supplemental Direct Testimony and Attachments.  By referring to Attachment DAB-21 as highly confidential, the ALJ does not find -- and does not intend to find -- that the information in Attachment DAB-21 is highly confidential.  
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